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As regular readers will know by now, this is a fanzine, written by the fans, for 
the fans (although the administrators are quite welcome to read the copies we 
send them). All the stuff in SU is personal opinion, and we have no intention of 
genuinely upsetting anybody. But if we do, they're more than welcome to have 
their say, in full, next month. 
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. Can you all pay attention for a moment please? 
Thanks for your patience this month, folks. As you may have guessed we decided to hold 


off until the results of the Kenya match were known so we could put a ruler under the whole 

affair and start off next issue with the big A-League kick-off. As you will discover when you 
reach page 32, there is a page 33 this month, and a 34, 35 and 36. Yeah, we've dipped into 
our pockets again in an effort to keep SU growing. With the number of contributions coming 
in it would be a shame to leave 'em out, but if we wanna balance the budget we'll need to find 

a few more subscribers or head back to a 32 page format. So when you head off to the A- 

League this year, take the latest issue of SU to read at half-time. Who knows, somebody 
right tap you on the shoulder and ask you how fo get one. If they do, turn fo page 35. 


- Logos - much ado about nothing? ph 


There's a saying that goes something like ‘any publicity is good publicity’. Followers of 
the infamous logo saga will disagree. Okay, so the average Australian has now probably 
heard of Marconi, even if they can’t remember why. But there's nothing gained by the sort 
of bitching that carried on during the off-season and resulted in delaying the start (for some 
clubs) in the Johnnie Walker Cup. The attitudes of both administrators and clubs was 
shocking, and even the most devoted soccer fans could have been excused for giving up 
on the whole affair. Look, if clubs don't want to embrace the changes the national league 
needs, there is always the state leagues. Do the clubs want to lead Australia into the 
intemational arena or are they content with their own domestic version of the European 
Championships? 


SocAus may feel that the logos are an important barrier which must be removed if 
soccer is to gain access to the lucrative merchandising markets, but painting new spots on 
a leopard doesn’t change its mentality. If the clubs want to appeal to mainstream Australia 
they must change internally. The chances of them doing that are small. SocAus must 
know this. So why try to fool the public with a new title when the song remains the same? 

Rarely has a dispute dragged on for so long for such little gain. | mean, if the new logos 
of Marconi and Sydney United are considered acceptable while the old logos were not, 
then I'm at a total loss for words. 


AFL - The latest intransigent? 


The AFL Commission appears to have bitten off more than they can chew with their 
continued opposition to plans by Collingwood and Carlton to field teams in the Ericsson 
Cup. Carlton president John Elliott is certainly in the right frame of mind to take on the 
AFL, having just walked away a big winner from a lengthy court battle concerning the 
NCA's investigation of his affairs. Elliott reckons the AFL are “pussies” compared to his 
most recent opponents and is more than happy to see Ross Oakley and co in court. 

For Oakley it is just the latest chapter in what is shaping as one of the league's most 
embarrassing seasons. There has been the uninspiring Lightning Premiership, the 
accusations of favouritism towards certain interstate clubs, and of course the infamous 
Melboume Hawks merger affair. The AFL has often been told they are out of touch with 
the average fan, and it now seems they are out of touch with the sporting world as well. 

Sporting clubs, like businesses, need to diversify if they are not to restrict themselves to 
exclusive markets which may experience sudden downtums in demand. The AFL saw this 
for themselves when the high-flying Sydney Swans of the mid-late 1980's came crashing 
down to earth and needed the league's controlling body to keep them afloat. 


In the September 14 issue of the AFL's 'Football Record’ Oakley felt obliged to clarify a 
couple of points: 
1. We are not opposed to AFI, clubs entering bona fide tenancy arrangements for other 
sports to better utilise venues, providing such arrangements do not impact on the AFL 
fixture and do not damage grounds causing matches to be relocated. 
2. We remain opposed to AFL clubs being involved, directly or indirectly, and by whatever 
means, in other competitive codes. 

The explanation continues with a reference to the licence agreement signed by ail clubs 
In the early 1980's and it is clear Oakley is determined to hold his ground on the issue, at 
least until he retires later this year, Whether his successor has a more open mind will be 
ctucial to soccer's long-term development. 








AP "Summit a propaganda exercise" - Negus 


SU has often queried the result of last year's National Soccer Summit, but a recent 
interview with George Negus on ‘The Four Diegos' radio program finally appears to have put 
the event in perspective. According to George, it was "...largely a propaganda exercise... to 
find out if they could get together without killing each ather...". George also revealed he has 

the entire contents of the summit on CD-Rom, as well as revealing plans for a taskforce to 
be set up to investigate the lack of professional opportunities for players in Australia. 


The taskforce, to be headed by Sir Arthur George will concentrate on three main areas. 
1. - The player drain - How to prevent our young players from fleeing the country without first 
establishing themselves in our national league. Particularly those players who have gone 
through govemment funded institutes. 
2. - Professionalism at home. How to prevent our current national league players from 
searching for a European contract with second rate European clubs. 
3. - Returnees - How to ensure our Euroroos finish their careers with an Australian club, thus 
passing on their experience to our young players. 


Negus also shared plenty of light-hearted moments with the ‘Diegos’, including a few 
friendly jibes aimed at certain (Sydney) club administrators, but seemed most comfortable 
when discussing the junior club his son (a Parma fan!) plays for - The Mighty Lozanovskis!!! 
Yep, all junior teams in the district competition are named after Australian players. 

» Something a few other junior competitions might consider. 


The Four Diegos can be heard on 3WRB-FM (97.4) on Sunday nights from 8 ‘til 10 


Great social club, shame about the team 
Anyone who remembers queueing for an eternity in the cubby house that was the now- 
demolished Middle Park social club will be pleased to hear of the redeveloped Champions 
Bar at the Bob Jane Stadium. Our first reaction was one of shock. At last, we thought, a 
place where fans can meet in comfort, discuss the game and perhaps down an ale or three. 
Pride of place goes to the monster television screen that is permenantly tuned into the Foxtel 
sports channel, as are the several other smaller televisions dotted around the club. 
Everything from the oak panelled rooms to the fully licensed bar and the excellent food on 
offer gives the place a touch of class. Just as impressive is a comer devoted to South 
Melboume memorabilia dating back to the club's foundation that's well worth a gander. The 
area also features a massive wall size aerial photo of Middle Park before its last game in 
1994. There is even a smail display acknowledging the South Melboume Football Club who 
played at the Lakeside Stadium until 1981 before moving north and adding the opera house 
to their guemsey. There is even talk that the social club will be used by the Swans' 
Melboume based fans In 1997. With so much good news off the field, it's a pity their team 
is so ordinary on it - for now. 





Overheard on the radio.... 

A certain high-profile soccer identity was recently heard on Adelaide radio discussing his 
recent trip to south-east Asia where he had a chat to Asian Football Confederation General 
Secretary Peter Velappan, and what topic should come up? Australia’s presentation to the 

FIFA Congress in July this year. According to Dato Peter, it was "a Joke”. 


Just in case you missed it... 
Occasional Socceroo Andrew Bema! came fourth in the Reading player of the year voting. 
The winner was Mick Gooding. 





Get the book out! 


Red cards all round to all those with the responsibility for security arrangements for a 
couple of recent games at the Bob Jane Stadium. Let's start with the Vic Prem League 
grand final. We don’t want to sound alarmist but the security arrangements put in place for 
this potentially explosive match were farcical, The mere fact that the two competing clubs 
were of Greek and Macedonian heritage should have set the alarm bells ringing, but the 
police on hand were undermanned both numerically and mentally. Just after Altona had 
taken the lead for the first time and flares had been thrown on to the field one of the 
stewards approached a couple of constables with the Information that the crowd “is gonna 
go off, mate”. The policemen concerned then decided they better find out which team the 
Macedonians were supporting and what colour shirts they were wearing. By the time 
reinforcements had artived the situation could quite easily have become unmanagable, as a 
bag of flares was confiscated and the bag's owner escorted away for further interrogation. 
Wisely, the police did not use excessive force when dealing with the trouble-makers. 

When the obligitory pitch invasion greeted the final whistle it was only the lack of 
footwear grip which prevented a Heidelberg fan from collaring one of the chief (Macedonian) 
antagonists. Had he not been restrained by three fleet-footed members of the law then itis 
unquestionable that a full-scale incident would have developed. As it tuned out, the 
Heidelberg (and South Melboume and Port Melboume) fans drifted off, unwilling to witness 
the presentation, while the Altona (and Preston) fans drifted off towards the grandstand 
where the safety-in-numbers theory prevented any further skirmishes. 

Later that week the Melboume Knights travelled to BUS to take on the home side in a 
quarter final of the JWC, and given the atmosphere at some of these fixtures in recent years 
you'd expect to see some precautions taken. | reckon there was two police officers on duty 
to ‘contro!’ 1500 fans. Maybe | missed the others, but a visual presence is needed as a 
deterrent at least. One day, | swear, soccer will be on the front page again... 


Yellow card to Gippsland Falcons for wearing last season's South Melboume shirt during 
the JWC ist round, ist leg match at Bob Jane Stadium. Apparently there was a colour 
clash and the Falcons didn’t bring a change strip with them. No further comment required. 


Yeilow cards ail round to those responsible for the lack of a match programme at the JWC 
1st leg clash between Brisbane Strikers and Brisbane Lions. What should have been a 
marvellous souvenir for the Lions’ fans, became impossible to locate as only 100 were 
printed and distribution was intended to be restricted to the players and club officials. 
Trouble was, the programmes didn't arrive until the Monday after the match. There's been a 
lot of criticism surrounding the lack of quality match programmes, but that's no excuse not to 
issue one.... 





And while we're spraying Yellow cards around we have to give one to everybody involved 
with the scheduling of the various cup competitions. To have the Waratah, Dockerty and 
Johnnie Walker Cups running concurrently is typical of the soccer versus soccer syndrome 
in this country. Not only have the fixtures been scheduled on short notice but clubs are 
asked to fulfil all commitments regardless of playing strength, even if it means using youth 
players or players on loan. Naturally, the admission price at the tumstile is unchanged. 
And speaking of the Dockerty Cup, can you believe the shambles surrounding the 1/4 
finals? The illegal use of trial players has resulted in Gippsland withdrawing from the event 
after downing the Melbourne Knights, with South Melbourne under similar pressure. 

It appears that SocAus authorised the use of such players in the JWC and the A-League 
clubs assumed the same conditions applied in the state based competition. Apparantly 
Gippstiand claim they were given permission to field the triallists, but whatever the reason for 
the mix-up it just goes to prove once again that too many people in positions of power don't 
know the rules. 








Cisye 


Please! Keep it in perspective. 


The groans from the A-League clubs were audible when SocAus announced Australia's 
participation in the Simba Cup, while even Eddie Thomson admitted the chances of success 
in the tournament were slim. But Australia’s hasty dash to South Africa in search of friendly 
opposition provided an unexpected bonus with a first-up win against Ghana, a result which 
had most people back here scratching their heads in disbelief. 

2-0! Against Ghana! In Africa! The most impressive result on foreign soil by a Socceroo 
line-up since, well, since when? Maybe Florida in June '92, Maybe even the '88 Olympics. 
ET was certainly convinced about the performance, if not the result, describing it as the best 
team performace by a Socceroo squad in his decade as assistant and national coach. 


He may be right, we'll never know. The chances of us ever seeing the full game are 
remote, at best (more on that later). But the stark reality is we have beaten the word's 19th- 
ranked nation on neutral ground, and results like that do our own ranking no harm at all. The 
fact that the result was achieved with a home-based squad should be cause for celebration, 
but without wanting to spoil the party it must be noted that Ghana were fielding effectively a 
C-strength team. Three players were making their Intemational debuts while three others 
(goalkeeper Richard Kingston, Jacob Nettey and Stephen Baidoo) were part of Ghana’s 
Attanta Olympic squad but played virtually no part in their campaign. The only player who 
could be termed a regular was Bayer Munich's Osei Kuffour, who was a member of 
Ghana’s 1993 World Youth Cup team. From the second string side which toured Oz two 
years ago, only the Greek-based Ebenezer Hagan, Stephen Baidoo and Jacob Nettey and 
Ablade Kumah were present in Durban. 


To be honest the 0-2 loss to a (near) full-strength South African line-up - on paper at least 
- is just as meritorious. South Africa flew back a number of European-based professionals 
for the midweek match against Oz, with defenders Sizwe Motaung and David Nyathi and 
midfielders John Moshoeu and Eric Tinkler all put straight into the starting line-up. The 
South Africans had struggled in the opening match against Kenya, and the decision to 
bolster the squad was justified, with much pride (and cash) at stake and the knowledge that 
with no ANC qualifers on the agenda they would need to use their Euro-based players at 
every opportunity, with only the group winners advancing in the African WC qualifiers which 
kick off in November. John Moshoeu in particular was outstanding and after Tony Popovic 
was dismissed the Australians were always likely to concede further goals. In that context, 
0-2 could be seen as getting off lightly. 


With Danny Tiatto busy getting himself booked at the Bob Jane Stadium it was left to 
Popovic to get himself sent off and preserve Australia's increasingly depressing disciplinary 
record, He had already received a yellow for deliberate handball (attempting a Maradona- 
type goal) before copping his second for protesting at the lack of protection for Trimboli. 
Dissent is something that is almost tolerated by referees in Australia, and unless our players 
start copping a heap of cards in the Ericsson Cup they will take that attitude Into World Cup 
qualifers - maybe even finals - with disastrous results. Sure, we're not interested in just 
winning Fair Play trophies, but dissent can be contagious, as Hearts discovered at Ibrox, 
Trying to influence referees into booking opponents for rough play is tantamount to cheating. 
it's on a par with diving and deserves a caution. The rule is simple. How come so many 
players have trouble with it? 


Going into the final match against Kenya, Australia were still in with a real chance of 
clinching the US$80,000 winners cheque. As it tumed out, Ghana and South Africa battled 
(literally!) to a goalless draw and Oz had to be content with second place and only half as 
much prizemoney, but not before they had comprehensively whipped the East Africans 4-0. 


A Jason Polak header put Australia on their way, and by the time Tobin had completed 
the scoring the Kenyans had seen Tom Juna and coach Vojo Gardesevic both sent off. 
Despite the ease of the victory, the experience of playing in front of 50,000 plus crowds on 
foreign territory will do the home-based players the world of good, and will give ET 
something tangible to assess when selecting the real Socceroo squads next year. In the 
meantime, roll on Tahiti. 


Now for another whinge. The coverage of the tournament by this country's media was 
woeful. The South Africa result was retegated to the ‘briefs’ in some papers, while some 
were just content to put the score in the results section. This is appalling. There was no 
excuse, the head of delegation should have supplied daily (faxed) reports to SocAus, which 
in tum should have been passed on to the various media outlets. True, the journos could 
easily have rung ET in SA, but there's nothing like having something home delivered, and 
the sooner SocAus realise that, the better. As for visual footage, it seems a shame that we 
won't see the full ninety minutes of any of these games. !'m sure there are some very good 
reasons why we won't, but will we ever hear them? 


One final point. As the three African participants used the toumament as vital warm-up 
matches for upcoming World Cup and ANC qualifers, news came through that the premier 
African club competition is to undergo format changes in the latter stages, duplicating the 
system used in the European Cup during the early years of the Champions League. 

That is, two groups of four with the group winners qualifying for the two-legged, providing 
even more ‘big’ matches for their players. The gap threatens to widen... 


Simba Cup 

Sep 14 (Durban) Ghana 2-0 Damian Mori 45, Paul Trimboli 69 

Sep 18 (Johannesburg) Sth Africa 0-2 

Sep 21 (Pretoria) Kenya4-0 Jason Polak 32, Warren Spink 37 
Damian Mori 63, Alex Tobin 78pen 
Gha SA Ken 

1. Zeljko Kalac (Leicester Cily) x x - 

18. Jason Petkovic (Adelaide City) x 

2. Milan Blagojevic (UTS Olympic) xX Xo62 

5. Alex Tobin (Adelaide City) x x X 

4. Milan !vanovic (Adelaide City) x xX x 

3. Tony Popovic (Sydney Utd) xX XR27 

6. Robbie Hooker (West Adelaide) x x Xx 

15. Sean Cranney (Brisbane Strikers) so63 

7. Emie Tapai (Collingwood Warriors) x Xo68 83046 

8. Andrew Marth {Melboume Knights) Xo83 Xx Xx 

10. Craig Foster (Marconi Fairfield) x Xo72 X 

41. Paul Trimboll (South Melbourne) xX x $074 

14. Jason Polak (South Melbourne) $083 Xo46 

13. Goran Lozanovski (Collingwood Warriors) x 

9. Damian Mori (Adelaide City) Xx xX S056 

16. Warren Spink (South Melbourne} $072 X074 

12. Alastair Edwards (UTS Olympic) so68 Xx 

17. Kris Trajanovski (UTS Olympic) Xo056 


Note: Joe Spiteri (Melbourne Knights), Matthew Bingley (Marconi), Dominic Longo (Marconi) 
& Adrian Cervinski (Melbourne Knights) were omitted from final touring party 


at 


Studs Up goes to the 1996 Victorian Premier League Grand Final, 
and gets more than they bargained for... 


The good, the bad and the very ugly 


First of all, a bouquet to the VSF. The decision to play this season's grand final at Bob 
Jane Stadium was correct. We suspect Olympic Park has already seen the end of top class 
intemational soccer and now perhaps domestic soccer as well. Its future remains in the 
hands of the state goverment. 

Upon arriving at the stadium we were pleasantly surprised to be handed a FREE eight- 
Page match programme. Surprised because at previous finals we had been charged fifty 
cents for the four-page version! The programme advised us the curtain-raiser was to be a 
match between the Victorian womens senlor state team and the under-14 Northem region 
squad. We headed for the bar.... 

And another surprise, as the South Melbourne Social Club has been completely 
revamped. The ‘Champions Bar features a ‘rea!’ bar, with a variety of beverages available, 
and an expanded menu at the bistro, unlike last season's souviaki and Mars bar offerings. 
But the highlight is the display of South Melbourne memorabilia which includes a variety of 
trophies, match balls, newspaper cuttings and photographs of famous players and events in 
the club's history. If you ever visit BJS, you must check it out, Very tasteful, 


A celebrity shoot-out followed the curtain-raiser, but whether Merv Hughes, Jimmy 
Rooney and Jane Oakley qualify as celebrities is open to debate. Merv seemed a bit 
ambivalent about it all claiming “I dunno much about soccer but I've heard of him (Olver) so 
he must be good". Merv and Jane each scored two from three while Jimmy missed twice so 
it was on to the sudden-death phase with Merv emerging the victor. We thought we might be 
able to nab Merv in the bar for a few words but he disappeared pretty quickly. And to think 
we were gonna buy him a victory beer as well... 


Melbourne tumed on a beautiful day for this year's Victorian Premier League grand final, 
until about half an hour before kick-off when the clouds rolled in, the wind picked up, and a 
windswept Bob Jane Stadium suddenly provided a perfect setting for a last man standing 
affair. The two best teams had made it through to the final, with Heidelberg progressing 
directly from the major semi final via a shoot-out at Altona two weeks earlier, and Altona 
disposing of a gutsy Green Gully in the preliminary final at Sunshine. 

The major semi was a dull affair, with a Tom Markovski header (which hit the bar) the only 
real threat to either ‘keeper all day, and after 110 minutes of sterile stuff you had to wonder 
whether either side would score during the ensuing penalties, but Heidelberg scored all five 
and it was no surprise when Altona bounced back in the preliminary final to earn the right to 
defend their title. A number of teams including Sunshine, Green Gully and Bentleigh had all 
put their hands up as potential grand finalists but Heidelberg always possessed the best 
group of individuals and Altona the best team, so it was only fair that they met in the big one. 


And what a big one it was! Three times Altona took the lead, three times Heidelberg 
equalised, with the second equaliser coming just ten minutes from full time and the third just 
two minutes from the end of extra time. Dramatic stuff, and for once nobody could whinge 
about paying $10 at the tumstiles. What a difference a fortnight makes. Watching the major 
semi had us wondering whether both camps were foxing, unwilling to expose themselves 
before the big day, but the excitement of the grand final has already washed away the sour 
taste of the rubbish served up at Altona. Neither side took any prisoners, and referee Cain 
Naumcevski had an excellent afternoon and showed real common-sense, when a red card or 
two would not have been completely unjust. Plenty of supporters of both teams will 
disagree, but | (as a neutral) thought he had an excellent game. 


Heidelberg had rushed Bobby Despotovski back into the team following his hasty 
departure to Perth on the eve of the finals series. The rumours surrounding his departure 
were numerous and varied, ranging from club-hunting in Europe, through family 
commitments in Perth, to a stand-off over money and despondency over failure to secure a 
contract with the newly formed Collingwood Warriors. The Bergers’ attack certainly missed 
him in the major semi, and it was hoped he might be able to take maximum advantage of the 
chances created by Con Boutsianis and co. On the day, Con was a major disappointment. 
He had boasted upon his recent retum from Greece he was fitter than ever but went down 
with severe cramp late in the game despite doing bugger-all during the game. In fact his 
best moments were some stunning free-kicks during the warm-up. It seems the only clubs 
he had been trialling with in Greece were nightclubs, At the other end of the scale was Brian 


‘man-of-the-match (just shading Alan Scott, | suspect) and then missed his penalty which 
ultimately gave the trophy to Altona. Sport can be bloody cruel sometimes. 


MacNicol, who ran his guts out all day and deservedly won the Jimmy Rooney Medal for aye 


As for Altona, goalkeeper Darren McGrath proved once again he is one of the best in the 
state with a string of noteworthy saves while Tom Markovski led his troops from the, er, back, 
doing plenty of the dirty work (meant In the nicest possible way!) and looking dangerous at 
set pieces. Zdravko Atanasovski again showed his full range of assets and looks a certainty 
to join the national league ranks in the near future. In all, there were five changes to the 
starting line-up from last year's triumph over Bulleen, and when lan Dobson left to join the 
Knights it was considered unlikely they could go back-to-back. In that context Gary Cole 
deserves top marks for pushing the club to the minor premiership/championship double. 


And now for the bad news. Anyone with a passing knowledge of southem European 
politics and Victorian soccer would have approached any clash between Heidelberg and 
Altona with trepidation. It was a crying shame that an exciting final was marred by political 
agitators masquerading as soccer fans who were chiefly responsible for creating a 
frightening atmosphere. The stadium officials were sufficiently concemed to call for extra 
police, and were genuinely fearful that an on-field incident could have sparked some serious 
violence on the terraces, The fact that major incidents were avoided was down to good Suck 
{and refereeing) rather than good management, although people were ejected at regular 
intervals and the second half was largely spent seeing the pitifully few police officers wade 
into the trouble spots and drag ringleaders out. 

As most Berger fans sulked home immediately alter the penalty shoot-out, the Altona 
Gate fans leapt over the fence and joyously celebrated their victory, taunting the remaining 
Heidelberg fans, one of whom took the bait and made a mad dash for a particularly 
gesticulative Altona supporter only to be brought down by a policeman with a tackle George 
Gregan would have been proud of. The subsequent presentation ceremony was so long 
that it sent even the more attentive supporters to sleep. Well, those that weren't chanting 
"Mak-a-don-ya", anyway. 


Elsewhere in Victoria... 

The decision over the site of Melbourne's new multi-purpose stadium drags on, with the 
Docklands site on the western fringe of the CBD appearing te hold pole position. The future 
of Olympic Park remains in limbo, with Collingwood Football Club expressing interest to play 
all their home games there if that venue got the nod from the government. 

Preston have bounced back from the humiliation of relegation last season and will once 
again be in the Premier League next season. Preston finished in second place behind 
Springvale White Eagles, but third placed Richmond may also win promotion if the merger 
between Thomastown, Bulleen, Fawkner (and who knows how many other !talian clubs) 
goes ahead. Latest word is that Fawkner may decide against the multi-party marriage. 

And finally, congratulations to ex national leaguer Mike Michalakopoulos of Ringwood City 
who finished top scorer in the third division with 35 goals from 26 matches. And to Billy 
Wright who finished with 30 goals (from 26) for South Dandenong In the second division. 


News from the Capital 
From Nick Guoth 


The ACT scene has finally finished with the Grand Finals in all ten divisions being held 
over the weekend of September 14 & 15. In the Premier League 1st Grade, Belconnen 
United, who had won the minor premiership, were playing Canberra Deakin. The game 
was a hard tussle with the only goal coming from a minor deflection from a free kick by 
Marko Perinovic. Canberra Deakin did not have the composure or the discipline to come 
back and had 2 players sent off midway through the second half. Overall, Belconnen 
United deserved the 1-0 win. 


On the previous day the State League Grand Final was held with ANU playing Cooma. 
University were the minor premiers, but had had trouble with Cooma throughout the 
season. On the day, Cooma played their football more constructively and took advantage 
of the strong wind when they needed to. The final score was a 2-1 win to Cooma. 

The biggest surprise of the weekend came from the State League Youth division where 
Woden Valley, coached by an ex-New Zealand Premier League player, came from 4th 
position on the table to defeat Belconnen in the Grand Final on penalties after the score 
was 1-1 following extra time. 


The next item on the local scene agenda will be the presentation night to be held on 
Friday September 27. It should be Interesting to see just who takes out each of the 
awards. Meanwhile, there are a number of local toumaments held on weekends coming 
up, commencing with the annual Masters Tournament to be held over the weekend of 
September 21/22. 

Also, locally, the Australian University Games will be held over the week commencing 
Monday Sep 30th. There are 16 teams competing in both the mens and womens divisions 
with all games to be held at the ADFA ovals. We are expecting to see a number of top 
young players representing their universities, some of these probably A-League players. 


For the Cosmos, training Is well underway and a number of trial games are being held 
against various NYL teams in Canberra and other visiting teams. Just recently the Cosmos 
were involved in a 4 team practice tournament which included the AIS, the Australian 
under-20 team and the visiting Korean under-20 team. Unfortunately, with the Australian 
team going to South America for a months tour, the Cosmos will lose two players in Danny 
Milosevic and Michael Garcia for the first few rounds of the regular season. 


The team is settling in with no new signings having been made and just locals being 
given a chance to shine. Mladen Rogic has shown he is capable of playing as a solid full- 
back and looks to have taken over from Jason Dunn, who has not re-signed yet. 
Ex-Academy player Lindsay Wilson is also training with the team as have a few more 
including Peter Buljan, a promising young striker from local side Canberra Deakin. There 
have been a few other players from around different parts including some overseas 
countries who have trialled with the team, or have shown some interest. 


Recently, the Cosmos have been involved in both the NSW Waratah Cup and the 
Johnnie Walker Cup. In both of these the team was knocked out in the first round they 
Played. In the Waratah Cup they fost to eventual winners the Sydney Pumas, whilst in the 
JWC they were eliminated by the Melbourne Knights. 
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"My target is the top six" 
An interview with Mike Lyons - by Nick Guoth 


NG: Last season the Cosmos finished 9th of 12, but were the best of the regional teams. 
Looking back, how do you think the team performed in their Inaugural A-League season? 


ML: In the first half of the season we seemed to get ourselves into a position to win the game 


and then throw it away. ! think a lot of that went down to inexperience. A [ot of it went down 


to the fact that most of our players had not trained four nights a week before. Our players had 
not travelled to Adelaide before and then get the 4am flight back before playing another game 


on the Wednesday night, as what happened when we played Marconi. 


The art of professionalism is tuming off and tuming on and getting yourself right. | thought it 


was a big ordeal for a lot of our players who have not been used to this, the workload of four 
nights a week. We need a level of fitness to be up with the rest. Hopefully, we have gained a 


lot from this. We've been in the league and we've gained benefit from the experience, 
although we seem to be a lot younger this year. 


NG: What were the highlights and lowlights of this first season? 


ML: First of all, getting us onto the park in the first place. Probably at home it was when we 


beat Morwell by 5 and when we went to Melboume Knights, who were the champions, and 
beat them 3-1. | think that showed that we can compete with the big boys. 

| thought some of the highlights were made through some of the young players, Danny 
Milosevic in goal, although he did get injured early in the season. Michael Garcia, Michaet 
Musitano and Alex Castro, although Garcia was also injured through most of the season. 
Musitano and Castro have gone off to different clubs and higher wages. Hopefully we've 
helped them to go on to establishing their careers and maybe one day they can be 
internationals with a lot of hard work. 

Probably the worst low light was when we got beaten by Melboume Knights away. We 


weren't really in that match at all. Other than that there weren't really any matches when we 
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weren't at least competitive, even the thrashing in Adelaide. | just think we had the potential to 


do a lot better than we did. A lot of people were surprised that we did as weil as we did. In 
terms of resources | think it is fair to say that we have less resources than any team in the 
league in terms of cash and things like that. | think we've built up a good team spirit, 


NG: Do you see the experience of this first season helping the team do better in the coming 
summer? 


ML: We've been in the league and we know what it's all about. | think it will stand us in good 
Stead, With saying that we have a lot of young players who haven't played in the league, so 


we'll see if it works that way. 


NG; The leaving of Michael Musitano and Alex Castro has been seen by many as a loss to the 


team. What are your thoughts about them? 


ML: These two players caught the eye of the public. Musitano expladed. He was on the front 
page of the Australian soccer magazine. He sometimes disappointed me because he tended 
to fade in some games, but he was the one who allowed the luxury in our team. Musitano was 
our luxury. He was like the John Bames of Liverpool, the Kevin Sheedy of Everton, the player 
who can win the game for you by himself. | think in every team you can afford to have one of 


them. 
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I think when you have more of them it becomes a problem, but then again you need one. 
Alex didn't come 'til late on the scene as he was Injured. When he came, he burst onto the 
scene. He's done very well. He's very strong. | think the big question for the two of them 
is how they adapt from here. | said to both of them that they can go all the way but have 
they got the temperament, the attitude to go and do it, and that is one of the things that 
they have got to leam to deal with. Alex is a very qulet lad. He needs to come out more of 
himself. He has tremendous energy, a great burst of speed and good ability. 


NG: There are some new faces from the local scene that are trialling with the team. Are 
there any promising players? 


ML: We've gained a couple of players. We've gained back our goalkeeper Danny 
Milosevic. We only had him for three games fast year. Michael Garcia probably played a 
quarter of the season. Norman Kelly was not really fit through the season, and, that with a 
number of injuries. Him and Lachlan Ammstrong, | don't think we ever saw the best of. 

The fact that they have been playing continuous football for two and a half years without a 
break, and they needed a break. ; 

We missed Lachlan, especially when he wasn't playing, because he winds the players up 
at training. What he does is he makes them try that extra little bit and he's a bad loser. 
Half way through the season we missed him more than anyone because we need bad 
losers in the side. | mean, you've got to be sporting, but when they get beat they really hurt 
and that's what we missed. They've got a tendency after the game that il's all over and 
let's go down for a drink. | need my players to remember and think about it and go over 
what has happened. 

Young Lindsay Wilson shows great promise and he's only 17 years of age. He can run alt 
day long. The problem is that his brain is still a schoolboy and we need to make his brain 
into a professional. We need to make him a bit more nastier, a bit more of an aggressive 
defender. A bit more sharper into challenges and things like that. Lindsay is also very 
quiet. 

Mladen Rogic has also done very well. He looks like he has a future. I've said to my lads 
that we are too nice. We don't have anyone who really frightens the opposition. Mladen is 
like this. We need someone to scare them. | don't mean dirly. We've also just taken a lad 
from the Institute who looks like the makings of a great player. Vinny, or Vincenzo, he's 
just 16 years of age. He's one of these guys who likes to boss the middie of the park. He's 
basically got an old head on young shoulders. I'm hoping Vinny can make an impression 
as with the likes of Musitano or Castro. 

\ think we have players with lots of potential who can play for us this coming year. Also we 
have a lad called Peter Buljan up front who is only 18 years of age. He's only young and 
leaming, but we hope to get Peter to play to his strengths, like with Musitano who's 
strengths were his running ability. 


NG: What are your overall expectations for the Cosmos in the coming season? 


ML: My target is the top six basically. If we get ourselves going, if we have confidence 


there's a possibility, it's a growing up season. For us it is good to play these young players. 


it's good for them as well. It will help them in their quest for playing for Australia. 
NG: There are two new feams in the A-League. What would be your advice for them? 


ML: My advice to Perth is to get some floodlights. I'm not happy that we go to Perth and 
play at 4pm. It's very hot over there. It's one of these things where people say it's the 
same for both teams, but they do it every other week. They will play thirieen games in the 
aftemioon in the heat. We will play one. To me, that's an advantage to Perth. 


i a Se 


They're probably in the same position as we were in Canberra. They're by themselves, but 
they have a lot of players out there. Richard Watson is from there and one player who was 
on our books for six days is now the captain for the Perth team, that being Paul McVitie. 
They'll obviously come up with the same problems that we had. 

I think the other team might be a little different. | think the future of Australian football is 
going to have to go with the likes of these teams. The problem with Australian football is 
no money. We don't attract the crowds so we don't get the money. With the money from 
the Australian Rules, they can afford to take the best players. They can afford to give them 
the best wages. | don’t think it's ridiculous to say it, but some players on some teams are 
eaming ten times as much as some of the players on my team. With saying that, when you 
get onto the pitch it's eleven versus eleven and what you can get out of your efeven. 
Through this we've got to start to develop our lads at a much earlier age. 1'm talking about 


‘ten or eleven years. | think we need to develop a youth system where we develop our 


players from a very early age. 
NG: What are your predictions for the 96/97 A-League season? 


ML" Melbourne Knights are always a strong team. 1 think with lan Dobson they've become 
a better team. ! quite like Melbourne Knights. We've had this big furore with the ethnic 
teams. We were out there last Friday and they couldn't have been more friendly. Mind 
you, they had just taken the points from us. It was a real friendly atmosphere after the 
game. Adelaide City will obviously be there. Marconi will be there. 


Studs Update - The ULTIMATE Tipping Competition 


A few shocks in the Johnnie Walker Cup with the Melboume Knights and Adelaide City 
both failing to make it past the quarter final stage, allowing Lance Librandi the opportunity 
to make up some much needed ground. The competition continues this month with an 
Asian flavour, and while there's bound to be howls of "You've got to be kidding” we reckon 
it's about time we all did a bit of research on potential friendly and World Cup qualifying 
opponents. So have a think about who might win this year’s Gulf Cup and let us know by 
October 14. We've given you a bit of background (see below) but after that you're on your 
own. As usual it's 10 points for selecting the winner and 6 points for the runner-up. 
With no semi finals there will be 3 points for third place. 


1996 Guif Cup {round-robin to be held in Muscat, Oman - October 15-28) 
Competing nations: Saudi Arabia, UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, Oman (still no Iraq!) 
4992 Final table (2 pts for a win}: Qatar 8, Bahrain 6, Saudi Arabia 6, UAE 6, Kuwait 4, Oman 0 
1994 Final table (2 pts for a win): Saudi Arabia 9, UAE 8, Bahrain 5, Qatar 3, Kuwait 3, Oman 2 


THE LEADERBOARD 


Rd 9: JW Cup Rd 70: Gulf Cup TOTAL 
Kevin Christopher (72) UTS Olympic (0) Saudi Arabia 
Bhupinder Rai (58) Adelaide City (0) 
Graham Creed (48) 
Anthony Fensom (48) Meth Knights (0) 
Harty Georgiadis (44) Adelaide City (0} Saudi Arabia 
Lance Librandi (38) Marconi { ? ) 
Anthony Clarke (36) | UTS Olympic (0) 
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Did that REALLY happen? 


AUGUST 

13 - UTS Olympic sign Jim Patikas (ex Sydney Utd), Steve Refenes (ex Olympiakos, Greece) 
and Tony Franken (ex Parramatta). They also release Chris Slater, Robbie Ironside, Kimon 
Taliadores and goalkeeper Mike Gibson. Meanwhile, Collingwood announce the signings of 
Goran Lozanovski (ex Ad City), Emie Tapai (ex Gippsland) and Peter Tsolakis (ex 
Heidelberg) 

19 - Ex Sunderland professional Anthony Smith signs with Adelaide City. 

22 - SocAus President Neville Wran presides over a meeting of the warring ‘logo’ factions 
and afterwards claims he is hopeful of a satisfactory outcome. SocAus extends the deadline 
until September 4. 

25 - Fred Lenzi resigns as President of Ad City at their AGM and is replaced by Austin Toner. 
27 - Mayhem in Sichuan (China) where Marconi go down 1-4 in a ‘friendly’ which sees four 
red cards, four yellows, the chinese bench empty on to the field and Manfred Schaefer blame 
the attitude of the Brazilian players in the local line-up. 

30 - Collingwood Waniors sign Heidelberg pair Andrew Vlahos and Brian MacNicol along with 
Kimon Taliadores (UTS Olympic) and George Jolevski (Wollongong). 


SEPTEMBER 

3 - Adelaide City announces it will be withdrawing from the Johnnie Walker Cup because of 
Socceroo commitments of its players and injuries, resulting in poor tumouts at training 
sessions. ‘ 

4 - David Hill tells Ad City that they must play, no ifs, buts or whats. They will do so with the 
assistance of players on trial, if necessary. 

5 - Adrian Cervinski could be out of action for up to three months after hearing the bones in 
his right foot crack during a training session in Sydney. 

6 - The Cariton/AFL showdown gathers pace with Ross Oakley claiming "The commission 
has made its decision and whatever John Elliott chooses to do is his business. If we are 
challenged, we will take il as it comes." At last there's some action on the pitch with 
Wollongong going down 0-1 to Marconi at Balls Paddock. Only 291 people are interested 
enough to pay to get in to watch it though... 

11 - The Zeljko Kalac saga finally reaches a conclusion with the English authorities deciding 
that Wolverhampton Wanderers must pay Leicester 250,000 pounds compensation for 
reneging on a ‘deal’ to buy Kalac as well as Steve Corica. 

12 - Les Scheinflug announces a 18 man youth squad for the upcoming South American tour 
which begins on September 23. 

The squad: Danny Milosevic, Brett Emerton, Vaughan Hunter, Con Blatsis, Josip Simunic, 
Ivan Zelic, Bill Damianos, Mark Robertson, Michael Garcia, Michael Curcija, Clayton Zane, 
Dragi Nastevski, Matt Bell, Michael Pirone, Andrew Vargas, Costa Salapasidis, 

Daniel Allsopp, Peter Zios. 

Stand-by players: Tansel Baser, Levent Osman, Rafael Bove, Steve De Giovanniello. 

15 - Some good news! 4,064 tum up at Hindmarsh to see a JWC double-header, where 
Collingwood Warriors make their competitive debut. Sadly, they lose 0-1. 

18 - Captain Kimon provides Collingwood with their first victory by scoring the golden goal 
against South Australian Reds in the JWC ist round second leg match at Hindmarsh. 

20 - Poor weather can't stop 382 attending the JWC 7/4 final between Marconi and 
Newcastle at Marconi Stadium. The previous night 789 attended the same stadium to see 
Brisbane defeat UTS Olympic 3-1. 

22 - The Collingwood Warriors continue to astound the Oz soccer public by defeating 
Adelaide City in a shoot-out, and thus advancing to a semi-final showdown with South 
Melboume. Speaking of which, the Lakers must cough up $15,000 for Frank Arok after a 
tribunal decides in 'Mad Dog's favour over his dismissal from Lakeside last season. 





BIBLIOGRAPHY OF AUSTRALIAN SOCCER 


Time for the third (and final?) part of Peter Kunz's look through the libraries 
and second-hand bookshops in Australia 


Warren, John and Schwab, Laurie - John Warren's World of Soccer - Sydney, Liahona 
Books, 1980 

A history of Australian soccer which includes photos of many late 1970's NSL players and 
coaches. Comprehensive listing of champion Australian state youth teams, and intemational 
matches of value to statisticians. 


Warren, Johnny and Dettre, Andrew - Soccer the Australian Way (New Revised edition) - 
Sydney, Paul Hamlyn, 1979 

A revised edition of “Soccer in Australia” (1977). Cover photo shows action from a Marconi v 
Newcastle United fixture. Listing of intemational players from 1965-1976 included. 


White, John M. - The Young Soccer Player - Sydney, Angus & Robertson, 1991 
A thorough coaching book for children with Intermediate skills. includes b/w photos of 
Australian players. 


And no bibliography would be complete without a quick 'SU' 
rundown on the various magazines and newspapers available... 


Australian & British Soccer Weekl 2.50 
Jokingly referred to at SUHQ as NSW & World Soccer Weekly, this ageless paper has 
undergone some worrying content changes of late, with the axing of the WA & SA sections 


Victorian round-up from Greg Blake. Junior reports are sporadic and usually from NSW. 
Excellent weekly reports on womens soccer from Janine Mar, with the balance normally 
consisting of overseas match reports and results. Long gone are the days of interesting 
interviews, general reporting and satirical comment. Atleast when Tom Anderson was editor 
you knew where the paper stood on all the key issues of the day. 


Inside Soccer _ ($2.00 

If SU was described as a downmarket comic, one can only guess how Paul Moon would 
describe Inside Soccer. Issue number one was launched on Feb 29th, and by May 7 we were 
reading Volume 4: Number 6, Personally, we haven't got over the June 2-15 issue when the 
headiine screamed “DON'T CALL ME NIGGER’, in reference to racist taunts aimed at Francis 
Awaritefe. A true tabloid in every sense, you'll either love it or hate it. 
Difficult to see it lasting another twelve months. 


Soccer International_($5.50 

Heavy Euro content, particularly England and Italy, and enough big name interviews to keep 
most fans happy. News is dated, but there's lots of glossy pictures to keep the 10-17 year 
olds buying it, and that's the market they're targetting, so... The ‘Young Guns’ section is 
always informative, while the profile pieces are a handy guide for the recent converts. 
Insufficient Oz content fo justify forking out $5.50 month after month. Better off buying World 
Soccer, and leaming not what happened, but why. 


Soccer Australia_(4.95) 

First issued in Nov '92, SocAus quickly became required reading with its unparelied statistical 
coverage of both domestic and intemational fixtures, and revealing profiles of players and 
administrators. In April '84 they shifted to a larger format (A3 from A4) and the shift towards 
the 10-17 year old market was underway. By Feb ‘95 the transformation was complete, with 
models on the cover and not much on the inside. A particular low point was the Peter Andre T- 
Shirt giveaway competition. Late '95 saw another change in size (A3.5?7) and a concentration 
on soccer, although the need for coverage of European and South American soccer is 
debatable. The grapevine suggests SocAus (the organization) will be pulling the financial 
plug. Stay tuned.... 


the most troublesome. Heavy emphasis on activity inside New South Wales, with a reliable Oy 
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Programme 
Review 


The Metbourne Knights have won successive 
National Championships and after the 1995 win 
they set off for Japan to celebrate. We take a 
look at the two programmes issued for that 
short tour. Then we look at a programme 
issued for one of Manchester United's 1967 
tour games with Victoria. To finish off there is a 
quick visit to Brisbane's XXXX competition and 
a Jook at Gothenburg's 1988 visit to Sydney. 


Melbourne Knights in Japan 


Jubilo hwata v Melbourne Knights 
Weds 7th June 1995 
Yokahama Flugels v Melbourne Knights 
Sat 10th June 1995 
12 Pages (6.5 pp ads) - Size 211mm x 298mm 
each 


Two programmes were issued to commemorate 
Melboume Knights post 1995 champlonship tour to 
Japan to take on the best of the J-League. They 
were more or less identical issues and as | do not 
speak Japanese, I'll keep the review to a minimum. 
Still it is good to see what happens overseas, 
particularly where an Australian club is involved. 


Cover - Both covers are very similar with match 
details in both Japanese and English. One half of 
the cover is red, the other half blue. 2- Ad. 3 - the 
mandatory editorial which is slightly different in 
each issue with details of TV coverage including 
SBS seemingly showing the game between 2355 
and 25.50, So much for the 24 hour clock! 4-A 
message from the ASF and a review of Australian 
Soccer - both in Japanese. 5 - Ad + both teams 


badges. 6 - A home team group photo with 
complete squad details in both languages. 7 - The 
Knights team photo and players details. 
8/9/10/11/12 - Ads. 


So not too much to it (particularly if you don't read 
Japanese) but a must for those who like to collect 
something different involving Australian teams. 


Manchester United v Victorian State League 
Wednesday 21st June 1967 
Olympic Park, Me!bourne 
24 Pages (5 pp ads) - Size 185mm x 248mm 


Hands up who remembers Manchester United 
coming to Australia after winning the English 
League in 1966/7. Less than 12 months later they 
lifted Uhe European Cup at Wembley. A 
programme was issued for each game played in 
Australia with the main difference being the centre 
pages giving the two team line ups. But there is 
plenty of reading. Value for money at 20 cents and 
less than 25% ads! 


Cover - generalised to simply state that this is the 
1967 Australian tour of Man Utd. Grey and red are 
the two colours used, 2 - Ad from the tour sponsor. 
3 - Welcome to Man Utd from the ASF President + 
2 photos. 4/5 - Matt Busby's Three Great Teams. 
1.5 pages of very interesting info on the club with 
photo. 6/7/8 - Pen Pictures of the visitors. Stepney, 
Stiles, Best, Law, Chariton, Kidd & Cantwell to 
name a few. Legends in the game. Nine were 
internationals. All were from the British Isles, a far 
cry from the team which thrashed Leeds Utd this 
month where six were from “overseas”. 9 - 
Chariton is my Favourite Player by Paul Dean, 
Editor of "Soccer World” + photo. 10 - Munich - 
Where a Club almost died + photo. 11 - Victoria 
determined to again hold United. An earlier game 
on the tour resulted in a 1-1 result. 12/43 - The line 
ups. Both teams fielded players in positions such 
as ‘left half and ‘inside right’. 14 - Meet the 
Victorians. Only Atti Abonyi is a name that means 
much to me, but others were Con Nestorides, 
Willem Schroif, Tom Stankovic, Hamilton 
McMeechan and John Anderson. (No relation). 15 - 
He is a Law unto Himself. A Denis Law feature + 
photo. 16 - United have left their mark on Europe. 
A review of United in Europe since 1956. 17 - 
Busby Nearly Became an American. How young 
Matt nearly emigrated to America. 18 - Old 
Trafford. The history of the ground. 19 - Action 
photos of Law and Best. 20/1 - Ads, 22 - The very 
Best of Everything. An interesting insight into 
George. Perhaps surprisingly summed up as being 
“remarkably unspoiled and uncomplicated"! 23/4 - 
Ads. 


An excellent read. Informative and interesting. It is 
programmes like this that become superb 
reference sources down the years. And if you went 





to the game as well then you would have been in 
seventh heaven that's for sure. 


MANCHESTER | 
| UNITED 
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Manchester United in Australia - 1967 


Eastern Suburbs v Wynnum District 
Sunday 30th June 1996 - Heath Park, Brisbane 
4 Pages (1 Ad} - Size 150mm x 211mm 


A very simple issue - just an Ad4 piece of paper 
folded to create 4 pages. But it is a programme 
from the XXXX Brisbane competition which makes 
it a rarity In itself! White paper, black print and 
photocopied. It won't take long to review - so on 
with the task... 


Cover - Simple. Shows the two contestants and the 
date (but not the year). 2 - A welcome to the 
visitors in a must win game for the home team. 
Next weeks game + results of the Queensland Cup 
Quarter Finals. 3 - The two squads. Wynnum’s line 
up includes M. Van Basten - Malcolm not Marco. 
4 - Ad (Various Club Sponsors). 


And that's it! Very simple, but a programme. | look 


forward to seeing Easts develop what they've 
started. 


TARE SORCER LEAGUE - ROUND 38 


SUNDAY 20TH JUNE 


at HEATH PARK 


EASTERN SUBURBS 


WYNNUM DISTRICT 


© 


MATCH PROGRAMME 


Eastern Suburbs v Wynnum District 





Australia v IFK Gothenburg 
Sunday 10th January 7988 - Parramatta 
Stadium 
8 Pages (3 Ads) - Size 197mm x 234mm 


A cheap programme in appearance. Newspaper 
style print and one piece of paper (the size of a 
page of the Sydney Moming Herald) folded twice to 
give a different presentation. The programme was 
produced on behalf of the NSW Soccer Federation, 
not the ASF. 


Cover - A black and white sketch Is surrounded by 
a red border. Match details are clear but the claim 
that the visitors are European Champions is false. 
They held the UEFA Cup at the time. 2 inside 
pages have ads & in very small print the team line 
ups for the early game - Sydney Olympic v NSW 
Youth Team. Players on show included John Filan, 
Mark Bosnich, Adam Ciantar, David Sea! & others. 
The large inner pages featured on one a picture of 
the Australian squad with some dialogue on the 
path to the Seoul Olympics and the squad. Alex 
Tobin & Aurelio Vidmar had yet to win caps whilst 
Charlie Yankos was captain. Clubs represented 
included Footscray, Apia, St George & Brunswick 
Juventus. The other page features a picture of the 
Swedish champions and some interesting stats on 
them. The back page has an advert. 


An awkward programme and a_ style that 
fortunately is not seen often. 







Winh 


YS , Parramatta Sadium A 
DY Sunday 10th anvary 1988 B 






Australia v IFK Gothenburg 


Back next month with more programmes to 
review. But in the meantime, if you've got any | 
favourites that you'd like us to review, (we'll 
send them back if they're special to you), or 
any spare issues that are no longer required, 
send them to you know where attention you 
know whol 









Ewen Anderson 
PO Box 5155, Alexandra Hills QLD 4461 
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The Strikers will be without the services of Sean Cranney for the return encounter, 
Cranney finally given due recognition by national coach Eddie Thomson. of his capabilities 
and drafted into the home-based Socceroo line-up for the series in South Africa. However 
the Strikers have signed a player to cover for Cranney: 21 year-old attacking midfielder 
Jeremy Harris, formerly of Marconi's youth team, a Queenslander raised in Rockhampton. 


STRIKERS FACE TEST OF. 
CHARACTER 


an 


From Anthony Fensom 


After having endured the usual pre-season turmoil (on this occasion, conceming club 
logos), it was refreshing to once again contemplate the meaning of life on the football field 
as the Strikers retumed to their old stomping ground of Perry Park for the first leg of their 
Johnny Walker Cup (JWC) tie against XXXX League champions, the Brisbane Lions. 
Unfortunately for Farina’s charges, the Strikers were out-fought by a match-hardened Lions 
team, led by former NSL coach Miron Bieiberg, who had stated before the match that it was 
a test of who was the better coach! 

A Warren Allen strike in the 18th minute put the Lions in the lead, and from then on the 
Strikers dominated proceedings, but were unable to find their way past a committed Lions 
defence. Rod Brown missed chances he normally would have had for breakfast during the 
regular season, and while Farina tried valiantly to spark his team-mates, an injury to his 
media! ligament in the 60th minute put paid to Farina's on-field contribution, and possibly the 
Strikers’ prospects of proceeding further in the Cup. 


It was a match that at last befitted the JWC competition: the chance for the local 
champions and former national league club, Brisbane Lions, to match it with the glamorous 
Brisbane Strikers, a side short of match practice and therefore vulnerable. A small crowd of 
649 gathered to watch the proceedings in what was the Strikers' home leg match, with the 
majority barracking for the under-dogs in the traditional Australian sporting manner. 

The event was also a reminder of the Strikers‘ national league matches barely a season 
ago: small crowds of less than 3,000 patrons watching a match at Perry Park with its less 
than adequate grandstand facilities, as compared to the 40,000 capacity Suncorp Stadium. 
Ample evidence, if any was required, of the need for clubs to ‘think big' and embrace the 
necessary changes, or slowly fade away. 


Lions coach Miron Bleiberg, past coach of the Melboume Knights and applicant for the 
Strikers coaching position, had every intention of making Frank Farina's first competitive 
match a tough assignment. The Brisbane Lions, yet to surrender their name to the AFL, 
were fresh from completing the double in the local competition: a 2-0 victory over Brisbane 
City in the XXXX grand final, and victory in the premiership as regarded by the purists, the - 
points collected during the regular season. Bleiberg also did the double over Brisbane City 
coach Peter Tokesi, Tokesi being appointed by the Strikers as assistant coach to Farina. !n 
the XXXX grand final, Lions, despite being outplayed most of the match by City (both clubs 
formerly in the national league), grabbed two opportunist goals at a windy Perry Park, and 
then defended stoutly against a wave of City attacks. 


The Strikers now face the daunting prospect of playing Lions at their home ground at 
Richlands (southside of Brisbane}, without their player/manager, who could be out of action 
for up to. a month. This may include missing the Strikers opening Ericsson Cup match 
against Adelaide City in Adelaide, a fixture which in the past has not been a pleasant 
experience for the Queenslanders. However the Strikers will be seeking to assert their 
superiority over the local side, and are capable of scoring the two goals necessary to 
equalise the tie should the forward line find their striking boots. The Strikers are likely to 
promote Wayne Knipe, a promising youth signing to partner Rod Brown in attack, with Casey 
Wehmnann pushed into midfield. The other Queensland Academy player, defender Matt 
Bell, showed signs of promise against the Lions before an unfortunate error late in the game, 


“ giving the ball away just outside the penalty area. {n what appeared to be a send-off for Bell 


after he lunged out at the Lions striker, the referee instead recalled play to an indirect free 
kick outside the box for Bell's earlier tackle. Without such assistance from the referee, the 
Strikers may have faced a two goal deficit for the return leg. 


The full squad will probably be reduced.-to around 20 players before the Strikers first league 


match on October 13. 


Prior to the JWC encounter, the Strikers embarked on a northem tour in order to improve 
their pre-season match fitness. The results for the tour were predictable, the Strikers 
defeating a North Coast select team 5-0, Bundaberg 3-0, and Gladstone 10-0, before 
faltering at Rockhampton, where the scoreboard attendants had a day off. Unfortunately 
such matches were obviously no substitute for real competition, perhaps too similar to the 
Australian Olympic team’s build-up? 


Frank Farina has thus faced a ‘baptism of fire’ in his first competitive match, an 


experience from which he will undoubtedly leam from and inspire his charges to give reason 
why the Strikers, and not the Lions, are Queensiand's sole national league representatives. 


Meanwhile in the local league, the QSF (Queensland Soccer Federation) are expected to 
announce the format for the 1997 season on September 30. The QSF's decision will be a 
test of their commitment to raising the standard of the local competition, a standard which 
the Strikers have found reasonably competitive. While there will not be as much media 
attention, the question of which clubs make the grade and those that miss out (21 into 10 or 
42 will not fit) will be an interesting debate, best conducted, as such matters are, behind 
closed doors, 


Meanwhile, on the other side of the continent... 

‘SU' had the pleasure of a quick conversation with Perth Glory General Manager Roger 
Lefort the other day who assured us all will be ready when they take on UTS Olympic on 
October 13. The centre square at Perth Oval has been lifted, the ground has been re-sown 
twice, and 1736 seats will be available on the ‘far side of the ground with a full grandstand 
available as well {the pitch is marked out close to the grandstand). 

By the end of this week (27th) they expect to have contracted thirteen players (including 
Bobby Despotovski and Vinko Buljubasic), with the remainder of the squad signed well 
before kick off. New Zealand international Garry Wilkinson will also be available once his 
Kiwi commitments are over. 

Negotiations continue over the possible inclusion of a Perth Glory youth team in next 
season's WA Premier League competition. 





2006 Commonwealth Games 
That well known soccer fan Jeff Kennett recently announced that Melboume would be 
bidding to host the 2006 Commonwealth Games. What better opportunity for the honorary 
president of the VSF to help soccer than to introduce it to the Commonwealth Games? 
After all, if womens cricket can be accepted then why not soccer, which is by far the most 
popular sport in the Commonwealth? Although it would be far fetched and naive to hope 
that countries would field full or near full strength teams, a decent tournament could be 
organised. In the Olympic Games, Britain has shown no inclination to field a UK side for fear 
of undermining its unique status in world soccer of being able to field four separate sides 
despite being (politically) one country. This would be no problem in the Commenwealth 
Games where each British country fields its own team. Along with the likes of Nigeria, 
Ghana, South Africa, Canada, Oz and the Kiwis, the toummament would be a great success. 
A soccer tournament in the 2006 Commomwealth Games? - we'd like to see that... 
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HILL STREET BLUES (Pt. 2) 


By Lou (Italic) Maratos & Harry (Regular) Georgiadis 
Continuing our look at how Hill has responded to his own 24 point 
masterplan, which he unveiled at the Soccer Summit in May 1995. 


13, The ASF should assist in developing appropriate programs and standards for the 
improved management, organisation, structures and administration of national league 
clubs, 

Hill's effect on this one is probably going to be visible in the long term, although the 
shemozzles of the past aren't gone yet, The Socceroos vs Chile, toumament in South Africa 
and the Collingwood Warriors saga, which sets a bad example for the clubs, the logo issue, 
the change in number of A-League teams, once again and the Perth Glory not competing in 
the Johnnie Walker Cup. What a slap in the face for the sponsor which might by very 
interested in the Westem Australian market. (1/10) 

If the Stewart Report highlighted anything it was that while we have made progress on the 
Pitch, in the boardroom few clubs have litte concept of running an enterprise with a potential 
turnover of millions, If clubs are to exploit the opportunities given to them from increased 
media coverage and sponsorship and ensure that soccer isn’t held back through 
mismanagement then clubs will have to undergo a sea-change to match that of Soccer 
Australia's, The era of clubs being run by officials elected by who they know or as a reward 
for long Service are over. It's imperative that clubs begin to recruit from the business world for 
important executive, marketing and operational positions. At the very least, they should 
acknowledge that the business of running an A-League club should not be left to well 
intentioned amateurs. SocAus should be playing an active role in ensuring clubs are 
managed on a more business-like footing. If we don't get things right off the pitch we can't 
expect professionalism on it. (3/10) 


. nf reine? need to be developed to improve management and administration of the 

A few chairs have been re-arranged within SocAus, along with the retum of previous A- 
League genera! manager, Stefan Kamasz. The lack of high profile by David Woolley is a 
concem though. Not that the administrators have to be the stars, but they do need fo be seen 
to be running the game, a fa Ross Oakley (AFL) and John Quayle (ARL). Now we await the 
Strategies. We do wait now with baited breath for the unveiling of the infamous National 
Marketing Plan. The fact that a few clubs can dictate what is and isn't acceptable fo them re: 
ip decisions means that there is a hell of a lot of improvement thaf can be made here. 

/10) 

The A-League is still run in a haphazard manner. Dates and venues of fixtures are often 
re-arranged with little notice while Socceroo games are organised with little consideration for 
A-League clubs. Fans travelling to Falcons Park to see the second leg of the Johnnie Walker 
Cup tie between Gippsland and South Melbourne feamed of its postponement only thirty 
minutes before kick-off and had to promptly tum and drive back to Melboume ninety minutes 
away. The draw for the JWC itself was only confirmed days before the competition's 
scheduled start. Last season, two ugly incidents that led to major melees involving the 
Knights and the Breakers and Sydney Utd and Marconi were not sent to the league's tribunal 
until several weeks later, leaving participants to engage In verbal fisticuffs. SocAus remained 
Silent leaving everyone to draw their own conclusions as to why Nick Orlic was punched and 
Danny Tiatfo ran from a considerable distance to charge Newcastle's Steve Hickman. 


te 


~ 


Most leagues send their miscreants up before disciplinary tribunals days (not weeks) after any 
incidents occur while SocAus lets its controversial incidents become soap operas where every 
Branko, Manfred and Kossie get their two cents worth in. It probably took SocAus several 
weeks to get a proper code of conduct written up while its policy on the lighting of flares was 
similarly piecemeal. The A-League urgently needs an Operations Manager who will have 
complete control over matters relating to fixtures, disciplinary matters, crowd safety etc, 
leaving David Hill to oversee the running of the sport as a whole. (4/10) 


15. Anational sponsor of the national league needs to be arranged. 
Hill scores high marks here with Ericsson coming aboard with a rumoured five year $1.2m 
sponsorship. A modem high-tech go ahead company associating itself with a sport that’s 


_hopefully on the way up is a good sfart for the image of the game, although the indifference 


shown to other sponsors (Johnnie Walker) doesn't do the game any good. The introduction of 
Perth Glory also means more nationwide exposure for the sponsor. (9/10) 

Ericsson stepped into the breach last year with a five-year deal that removed SocAus’s 
embarassment at their inability to attract a sponsor for its national league. (9/10) 


16. TV coverage {both free-to-air and pay TV) of football should be increased. 

The continued support of SBS, along with other notable gains like Optus Pay TV and the 
recent involvement of Channel 9 in the ‘Superstars of Soccer’ series augers well for the A- 
League and is probably just about right for what the league serves up. As things continue to 
improve so will the interest of the mainstream commercial networks, fhough it is doubtful 
whether any of these channels can cover the exploits of our various National teams quite like 
SBS. 

in saying this, SBS still needs to fine tune it's coverage of the A-League. Unfortunately, it 
seems David Hill's plan doesn't include radio coverage which in fact is provided for superbly 
by a handful of stations around the country. (7/10) 

Season 1995/96 was the most extensively covered season in national league history. The 
deal with Optus Vision allowed the lucky few Pay TV subscribers to watch two live games a 
week in the comfort of their armchairs. In addition to the thorough coverage provided by SBS 
we even had the encouraging sight of commercial TV providing A-League results and 


highlights - no doubt a result of the influence of Hill & co. (8/10) ba lead 


17. The national league season should be extended. 

One of the big piusses of the inaugural A-League season was fhe playing of 33 rounds 
which met with universal acclaim, The benefits of a fong season cannot be underestimated for 
the players, coaches, clubs, sponsors and supporters alike. So what happens for the 96/97 
season? That's right, it looks like a season of 26 rounds, which leads to a mark down for Hill 
here. (6/10) 

The national league was extended to 33 games but will be contracted in 96/97 to 26 
games. The extension of the season was something players and coaches had lobbied for, but 
clubs showed less enthusiasm when it meant hosting several poorly attended midweek 
games. The 95/96 season was probably too long with many games crammed in and provided 
little flexibility to stage internationals, state of origin or JWC games. (5/10) 


18. The appeal of footbail and the NSL needs to be extensively broadened into the 
mainstream of Australian society. 

Weil, this hes got to be one of Hill's biggest challenges. Wilh only a handful of clubs af the 
moment prepared to bite the bullet, this is definitely a long-term goal. The inclusion of 
Canberra, Newcastle, Collingwood Warriors, Perth Glory and possibly Cartton, is a step in the 
right direction, along with the success of the Brisbane Strikers. Hence the need for clubs fo 
broaden their appeal to involve non-ethnic support, everybody has to work together for the 
betterment of the game as a whole, not just for a few clubs to push their nationalistic causes. 
(5/10) 


st 


There is certainly a greater appreciation of soccer in the mainstream media, particularly of 
the intemational teams with 25,000 witnessing the Olyroo demolition of Canada. At club level 
most Australians have little identity with A-League clubs for reasons 'SU' has continuously 
commented on. The introduction of Collingwood and, in 1997, Carlton Is an admission that 
many of the existing A-League clubs don't - and never will - have the support of the general! 


public, Not even changing names or badges will stop clubs being too closely identified with 
various ethnic groups. (5/10) 


19. There is a need-to further widen the community appeal of NSL clubs, so that beyond 
the current centres of support, the ordinary Australian feels equal access and ownership 
of their focal football team. ' 

As for #18, plus the need for more community type interaction (via marketing) by the clubs. 
This is where the logo issue hits home. What non-ethnic will support a club who's playing 
strip, name and logo represents a non-Australian connection? (5/10) 

There is a greater acceptance by clubs now that they cannot hope to survive in the A- 
League by stubbomlly resisting calls to broaden their support along geographic rather than 
ethnic lines. Some clubs have embraced this concept more than others. The recent logo 
saga is an Indication of how far we stili need fo go. (6/10) 


20. The natural advantages of football as the genuine national code should be exploited 
- by encouraging viable bids from Perth, Canberra, Newcastle and other Australian 
centres for admission to the NSL. 

David Hill hasn't done too much wrong trying to reach this goal. Now it’s time for SocAus 
{o provide the necessary supporv/resources for these clubs to keep moving forward, This 
might include special player concessions, the hosting of international games, like the 
Socceroos vs Japan (at Wollongong) and vs New Zealand (at Newcastle). (8/10) 

For the first time the national league is a truly Australia-wide competition with a presence in 
Perth, Melbourne, Adelaide, Sydney, Canberra, Newcastle, Gippsland and Wollongong. No 
other administration has had the fortitude to approve a bid from Perth, We hope the 
admission of Cariton and perhaps another Sydney club won't re-introduce the old 
Sydney/Melboume dominance. In a fair-dinkum national league there should not be more ° 
than six teams from Sydney and Melbourne. (8/10) 


ys 21. Strategies should be developed to capitalise on the increased football opportunities 
2 2"am@ in the Asian Pacific region with regular tournaments or competitions at both 


Yell 


international and national league level. 

Not much activity here. What happened to the A-League champion club playing against 
the J-League champs? in general, this area has been led by only a few state federations and 
some A-League clubs hosting mainly J-League clubs for pre-season preparation. Maybe 
some co-operation should be sought from Austrade, as this is a potential export earner. 
SocAus has also now got to get a hold of the Oceania Confederation and start to exert some 
influence over its running, even more so when millions of dollars from FIFA start to flow into 
the coffers of Oceania. Also, a programme to foster and develop the talent that exists in our 
neighbouring countries with their eventual involvement in our national league (ie: Masi at 
Gippsland). At best, up 'tit now, the efforts in this area have been ad hoc, (2/10) 

Apart from games in Japan by the Melbourne Knights and by NSW in China, little has been 
done to forge relations with Asia and the Pacific. The opportunity to exploit the presence of so 
many J-League teams in Australia every summer has been wasted, while Hill's attempt to stop 
Oceania becoming a full confederation has made us even more unpopular in the Pacific. It's 


alt very well to talk of links with Asia but a couple of internationals against Japan can hardly be 
called a strategy. {2/10} 


22. The future of Australian footbail requires a positive and constructive collective effort, 
rather than the promotion of sectional interests. 

Low marks here again. Maybe it's too soon to judge Hill on this one, but the perception is 
that the various sectional interests that have dominated the game over the last 20 years are 
still alive and well - e.g. the Labbozzetia affair, Jones v Siwka, Vasilopoulos as a 
commissioner, Rasic and Warren job inlerviews, the logo issue, Perth Glory's absence from 
the Johnnie Walker Cup, the scheduling of Soecceroo games etc. (2/10) 





Sectional interests have been as much a part of Oz Soccer as dodgy overseas transfers. 
David Hill tried to introduce reform by dangling a carrot but in future (club) opposition may well 
see him dangling the big stick. (6/10) 


23. The current review of the ASF Articles of Association should address the 
representation of constituent football bodies and the relationship between the ASF and 
other football organisations. 

The news on this, is that it cost SocAus big time, financially, with the relegated clubs’ court 
case fiasco fast year. It looks like the gain was the ability for SocAus to get a stranglehold of 
the A-League so that it can be run as a successful competition. The ball is in thelr court, so fo 
speak, now. No excuses. Mind you, might the real meaning of this ambition be some hidden 

enda? (2/10, 
sie Sates renieriion into the VSF saga has hinted at David Hill's belief that state bodies 
shouldn't be able to march to their own drum but should be almost franchises of Soccer 
Australia, The states will fight any attempt by SocAus to take any power away from them but 
David Hill wants all soccer organizations following co-ordinated marketing and coaching 
strategies rather than pursuing their own agenda. (6/10) 


24. Immediate consideration should be given to replacing the name ‘soccer’ with 
arin jn one was thrown out as quickly as it was suggested. It's a pity, but with two other 
major football codes firmly established in this country, maybe it's too late to change. Nice try 
though. (0.5/10) ; 

Luckily this policy has been consigned to the bin and would be counter-productive when 
Hill should be addressing points 1-23. (0/10) 


FINAL SCORES: Lou- 129/240 Harry - 138.5 / 240 


And the summaries.... 

Hill raceives a definite pass for his first year efforts. For those that have followed the game 
a fong time, he has initiated change at an unprecedented rate. Alt has in fact put his ; 
proverblals on the line by listing such a wish list at the slart of his Chairmanship. Not many in 
soccer, in this country, have been willing to stand up and be counted in such a way. He also 
has a CV iong in achievement against the odds. Let's hope that Aussie soccer doesn't 


present odds that swallow the man up as he attempts to bring the game into the 2ist century. Ghar 
Provided that Hilf surrounds himself with the right people he could end up being just the tonic ~ | 


that Aussie soccer needs. ; 

When David Hill was first appointed Chairman of Socéus in the aftermath of the Stewart 
Report, soccer in this country had about as much credibility as Glasgow Rangets latest ; 
attempt to win the European Cup. Fans had endured so many false dawns, political infighting 
and scandals that i truly believed it had permenantly missed the boat. David Hil s 24 point 
plan illustrated the magnitude of the task. Their hardest job has not been in reviving Oz soccer 
but also reviving our faith in its future. On the plus side we now have for the first time a truly 
nationat league encompassing most comers of the country and thanks to Hill's tv experience 
we have rarely seen as much Australian soccer on television befare ; both on free-to-air and 
cable television. The increased credibility of soccer has resulted in increased sponsorship 
dollars. No company as big as Optus Vision, Ericsson and Ansett would get involved in a sport 
going nowhere. On the debit side, few Aussie sports fans know or care about the A-League or 
its teams. Many still see it as a poor substitute for Serie A or the Premier League. Until it 
bridges this credibility gap attendances will continue to be poor. Stemming the talent flow to 
Europe and Asia would be a good place to start. The scheduling of the IWC ensures that 
clubs will still treat it with a mixture of apathy and more apathy. The decision to axe three clubs 
from the league in 1995 was (although overdue) handled poorly, allowing soccer's dirty linen 
to be aired publicly. The recent logo controversy/soap opera was another example of this. The 
NBL's recent axing of three clubs was in contrast handled more professionally and with little 
dissent. Too many fixtures are chopped and changed with little consideration for clubs or 
fans. If Hill & co can bring some consistency to the scheduling of the A4eague, lift its profile 
and the standard of competition as well as ensuring the Socceroos are given every chance to 
qualify for France '98, soccer might still fulfil its potential. 
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"WHAT A STATE I'M INI!" 
News from Northern NSW by Graham Parsons 


The Northem NSW Soccer Federations' Grand Finals were pla 
24th & 25th August with the NBN Television 1st Division Grand Fitts hei oa 
on the Sunday and the Tooheys 2nd Division Grand Finals on Saturday at Lyell Peacock 
Field. First division's Weston Bears unbeaten run came to an abrupt halt with Highfields 
Wolves taking the championship 3-2 in extra-time, with Wolves captain Wayne Bailey 
scoring the winning goal in the 119th minute. The Wolves other goals came from a Weston 
own-goal in the 6th minute and Ty Tumer (46th minute). Weston scored in the 11th and 
pedal rl and rela Richards respectively. In the second division 
‘outh Cardilf Gunners defe. i ies 3-1 i 
comic feated the Budgewoi Budgies 3-1 in front of a record 
On the previous Monday the NNSWSF held its black-tie 1996 A\ 
16 Foot Sailing Club on the shores of Lake Macquarie, The following prea il ae 
presented to the listed deserved recipients: 


on TV PLAYER OF ia YEAR: Benn Lane (Hamilton Warriors) 

er nominees were Danny Gordon (Edgeworth Eagles) & lan Tressider est 

TOOHEYS COACH OF THE YEAR: Keith Harris (Weston Bears) ie Na 

IEA ROOKIE OF THE YEAR: Shane Locke (Broadmeadow Magic) 

CROSBIE WARREN & SINCLAIR ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR: Nina Thomas 
(Wallsend Red Devils secreta 

2HD RADIO 1ST DIVISION LEADING GOALSCORER: - 3 way tie with 15 goals. mn 

Danny Gordon (Edgeworth), Brett Macauley (Highfield), lan Tressider {Weston } 

2HD RADIO 2ND DIVISION LEADING GOALSCORER: Bernie Ryan (Dudley-Redhead 


Thistles) - 30 goals. 


In other grand final news, Adamstown Rosebuds lost the NSWSF 
: ; . State League grand 
final 3-5 in a penalty shoot-out following a 1-1 draw with former NSL club Pasamate Eagles 
while in the earlier Womens’ State League grand final, Northem NSW Intensive Training 
salah ian biel sf on penalties after scores were locked at 0-0 after extra time 
€am lost only one game all season and scored 52 d 
premiership some weeks back, . Serine ares 


More coaching movements have taken place with Maitlan inti 
Broadmeadow-Macedonta coach Peter rap to coach the ie 
career at the then second division's Macedonia was short-lived after being sacked fron the 
club after the team's poor start (replaced by John Beleff) early in the 1994 season. 

Second Division's Stockton Sharks' coach Spike \vory has decided to have a break from 
coaching, and the Sharks have appointed their long-time youth grade coach Glenn Hall to 
take Ivory's place in the top job. Graham ‘Flash’ Jennings recently confirmed that he will be 
taking over as Adamstown Rosebuds State League coach for 1997, succeeding fong-time 
mentor Neville Power, who had recently announced his retirement. The former Socceroo 
and NSL star who has coached the Breakers and NNSWSF second division club Teronto- 
Awaba has said that he is “thrilled to accept the position” and would now focus on carrying 
on from Rosebud's successful 1996 season. 





Broadmeadow Magic SC (formerly Broadmeadow Macedonia SC) celebrated its thirtieth 
anniversary at the Macedonia Cultural Centre recently. The black-tie ball was attended by 
more than 200 people including past and present players, and founding member & first 
president, Rade Eftimovski who spoke about the club's !ong history. Broadmeadows’ large & 
loyal crowd of supporters is the envy of all Northern NSW soccer clubs. 


Three young Newcastle Breakers players got a taste of overseas experience in a strong 
NSW under-20 squad that played two matches In Korea recently. Breakers players Clayton 
Zane, Glenn Moore and Peter Ritchie are part of the 16-man squad that is coached by 
Wollongong City's Nick Theodorakopoulos. 


The long awaited restructured NBN Television 1997/99 First Division participants were 
announced by the NNSWSF Board of Directors on Monday 2nd September 1996 and the 
NNSWSF Board boldly took the initiative and dumped two of this year's first division 
Participants to second divislon, Long-time first division member, Lake Macquarie Roosters 
and Northem NSW's oldest club, West Wallsend Bluebells were the clubs axed, and they will 
be replaced by second division's Toronto-Awaba Stags and Belmont-Swansea Swans, The 
NNSWSF decision had come after a review of all clubs since 1992, when the NNSWSF 
introduced contractual! agreements for first division clubs. Clubs were judged on 
administration, finance, facilities, coaching & playing strength, junior development and other 
criteria over the past five years. The dumped first division clubs are obviously pretty peeved 
about their relegation and are pursuing every available avenue to regain their spots. 


in the rescheduled NSW Soccer Federation Waratah Cup Round 6 fixture played on 
Thursday 5th September (postponed on Sunday ist September due to inclement weather) 
between A-League side Newcastle Breakers and NNSW champions Highfield Wolves at 
Lisle Carr Field, the Wolves progressed to the next round courtesy of a 5-4 penalty shoot-out 
win after the scores were deadlocked 1-1 after extra-time. The Breakers had only one match 
Prior to this, and on the form displayed, they'll need to do a lot of work if they're to do any 
good in the Ericsson Cup in the caming season. Highfields then played Sydney Pumas at 
Edensor Park in one of the 1/4 finals of the Waratah Cup on Sunday 8th September and 
both sides were evenly matched in the first half, with the Wolves denied two goals by the 
woodwork. The Pumas’ class shone through in the second period, demoralising the Wolves 
4-0. Goalscorers were Ante Milicic (47th, 67th & 88th mins) and David Zdrilic (57th min). 


SSS SSSSSSH Ska H SSR HSI SS SSI SSe SSS Gores 


A pre-season tournament with a difference 
Amongst the dozens of pre-season tournaments in Europe over the past couple of months 
was one with a interesting variation. Fiorentina, Benfica and Arsenal played a three team 
tound robin with each match fasting only 45 minutes, allowing fans to see three quality teams 
and a total of 135 minutes action, plus shootouts in the event of draws. This wasn't the only 
three team round robin either, and it's an idea that appears to have gained favour with a 
number of top European clubs. Maybe it's something the clubs can look at when the J- 
League teams come over for their pre-season next January/February. 


Attention all joystick fondlers! 


We occasionally get a request asking us to review a few of the millions of soccer games on 
the computer software market, and we'd be happy to do so, but we spend so much time 
getting SU into subscriber mailboxes that we never get a chance to sit down and actually 

play any of’em. If somebody out there can let us know about some of the better games, or 

even do an article for a future ‘SU’, we'd be extremely grateful. 
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Novices Guide to the Internet 


From Greg Stock 


Thank you to the guys who e-mailed, and sent me some information over the past month. 
Ithas been an interesting month for me visiting all these sites and just having a look at 
exactly what's out there. | thought this month we might stick a little closer to home and see 
what the Australian football sites have to offer. | reviewed the Oz Soccer site last month and 
this seems as good a place as any to commence a homegrown soccer joumey. 


OZ SOCCER WEBZINE 

Internet Address - http://bix.thehub.com.au/ozsoccer/welcome.htm! (New address) 

Although | reviewed this site last month, Andrew Howe {one of the OzSoccer gurus) 
wanted me to mention that their world famous A-League tipping competition is about to kick 
off for the new season. Contestants get to play against others from around the world in what 
is almost the only A-League tipping comp around. So make sure you touch base with Andy 
in the week commencing Oct 7 and get your tips inl! 

I'm also reliably informed that the archive section will contain results of over 10,000 
games by A-Legue kick-off. Some feat guys! 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA (Australian Sports Commission) 
Internet Address - http:/fwww.ausport.gov.au/soccer/home.html 

SocAus has a part of the Australian Sports Commission site in Canberra which they nin in 
conjunction with the AIS, There is a short blurb on the history of soccer in Australia, 
a calendar of upcoming interationals as well as some information on the Womens team. 
The AIS has a page of stuff explaining their role in Australian soccer while there is a page of 
information on the A-League clubs and various federations with addresses, phone numbers 
and contacts. It's a little disppointing when you realise what SocAus could do with a fully 
fledged site like some of the other federations world-wide, The information that would be 
stored in the SA vaults not seeing the light of day would be unbelievable, but | guess they 
leave all the good stuff to the dedicated guys at Oz Soccer to make available! 


THE SOUTH MELBOURNE LAKERS (Unofficial) 


Internet Address - 

Damian Smith is a passionate South Melboume fan, so he decided to share that passion 
with the world. The site has only been in existence since March this year but already is 
choc-a-bloc with all the news and information on one of the most famous clubs in Australia, 
The statistics on the club are all there as is the opportunity to have your say on all things 
South. Damian keeps the surfer informed with hot goss as well as providing match reports 
on ail of South's matches, A great site not only for Lakers fans but fans of Australian soccer. 
Keep up the good work Damian. 


THE (other) SOUTH MELBOURNE SITE 
internet Address - http://minyos.its.rmit EDU.AU/~dbonnici! 

The poorer cousin of the first site and is only in its infancy. Has a page dedicated to the 
chants of Hellas supporters, now that is definately one to have a look out for. The site 
contains a brief history of the club, a fixture list and a few match reports. But forget all that 
and just have a look for the famous Hellas chants.... 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS HOMEPAGE 
Internet Address - http://www.ozemail.com.au/~breakers 
Officially endorsed by the club, the Breakers page is run by a committed Breakers fan in 
the form of Steve Bradbury. All the information on the club is available, news, results, player 
profiles as well as licensed club news. You can purchase some Breakers merchandise 
through the site as well as read the feedback from other visitors. The graphics in this site 
are very good and a credit to Steve. Well worth a look and definately a yardstick for other 
A-League clubs to look at. 





CANBERRA COSMOS HOMEPAGE ; 
Internet Address - http://toucan.anu.edu.au/Cosmos.html 
This site was set up by Nick Guoth last season and contains all the results, news and ; 
statistics of the Cosmos’ inaugural season. Unfortunately the club has decided to develop its 
own Site for this upcoming season and this site will be teft as a historical record of the ground 
breaking debut season. 


VICTORIAN AMATEUR SOCCER FEDERATION 
Internet Address - 
Considering that the VSF itself is not on the Net, this site should be a shining example for 
all other federations to follow. This site provides some great information to people involved 
in the running of amateur clubs and provides something for everyone from players to 


referees. Club officials from all states can find plenty to keep them thinking in the ‘Running 


your Club’ section while its most recent newsletter is avaitable for all to read and enjoy. A 
history of the federation is available as is the opportunity to join up or find out where your 
nearest amateur club is located. Worth a look. 


A.C.T. SOCCER FEDERATION 
Internet Address - http://www.toucan.anu.ed.au/actsf.html 
Nick Guoth, a dedicated ACT soccer guru is responsible for bringing us all the information 
on the nations capital, All the results for the premier league of Canberra are available as are 
histories on some of the clubs, tables and referees information, It's a real credit to Nick that 
this site provides one of the most informative federation sites in Australia. 


NORTHERN NSW REFEREES ASSOCIATION 


Internet Address -http://www2.huntertink.net.au/~dfrm/ 
The NNSWRA site provides a haven for ail the budding whistle blowers in the Newcastle 
area. There is information on how to become a referee as well as a referees quiz you can 
test your knowledge on the rules,an equipment service and a guestbook. 


NEPEAN REFEREES ASSOCIATION 
Internet Address - http:/Awww.ozemall.com.au/~whatt/reft html 


Another one for the whistle blowers. The site contains a great listing of links of other 
referee associations world wide. 


PLANET SOCCER 
Internet Address - http://www. planet-soccer.com.au/ : 
The origins of this site | do not know, however it contains quite a large section on 
Australian soccer. There are pages entitled Australians overseas and Australian highlights 
which include some player resumes and information on some of our Socceroos and Olyroos. ys 
There is also a European club results service which is updated regularly, as well asa on 27 
merchandise page where you can purchase a replica shirt. Worth a look for interest sake. — 


There are also a number of other Australian sites that | did stumble across in my travels 
but haven't reviewed here. There is an unofficial Melbourne Knights page and a new 
general interest site called Oz Soccer on the Intemet, not to be confused with real Oz 
Soccer. ; : 

l also have news that Soccer Australia have signed a deal with Microsoft to set up a 
Soccemet type internet service involving all the A-League clubs. All the clubs have been 
signed up in this deal and would have their own pages to be linked by a central Soccer 
Australia site. This is interesting news and it should be interesting to keep up with any 
further developments. Coming from SA and Microsoft | wouldn't imagine it would be too 
controversial but we shall wait and see. ; ; 

Remember, if you have anything to contribute to future articles please don't a 
hesitate to e-mail me at my new address via: bub@www.world.net or by snail mail 
to 
54 Girraween Avenue, Como West, NSW 2226 


Dear Studs Up - PO Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 
(Where the 'Letter of the Month still wins a six issue subscription!) 


And this month's winner is Lance Librandi, who has some comments to 
make (in true SU fashion!) on the most contentious issue of the off-season. 
And some other topics... 


The current ethnic logo debacle both amuses and saddens me, as did the team selection 
fiasco 12 months ago. Initially, a number of questions arise. Primarily, why did SocAus wait 
until the new season was about to begin before commencing their actions? Why not the 
week after last years grand final, giving them plenty of time to sort it out before the 96/97 
kick-off? Did they expect to pass the new regulations unopposed? Again we are looking at 
the possibility of the new season being delayed. Again, we give the non-soccer public 
reason to ridicule. Again soccer in this country does the hokey-pokey - one step forward, 
two steps back. - 

David Hill, whilst admirable with his intentions, is really going down the wrong track. 
Wake up! Changing team logos or colours will not, | repeat, not suddenly cause crowds to 
increase, and anyone who thinks otherwise is an idiot. Of course, every team should do 
their utmost to embrace all people at their games, making everyone feel welcome, but new 
support does not come from cosmetic changes. Here's a theoretical conversation with a 
non-soccer fan: 

Q: Excuse, me, are you familiar with Adelaide City? 

A: Er, yes, soccer team, aren't they? 

Q: Yes, did you know they're changing their logo? 

A: Um, what was their old logo? 

Q: So, you'll be coming to the soccer now logos have been changed? 
A: Er, no, 

Get the idea? There's no magical cure, but SocAus's efforts should be channelled into 
raising soccer's profile with marketing and improved administration. 


I can almost understand where Hill is trying to go. A comparison is the American MLS, 
but that's a different scenario altogether - they started the league from scratch with brand 
new teams, names, colours and logos. However, you just cannot do that with an 
established, albeit not overly successful, league. 

And this attitude of "Sure they can change, and if not, we'll kick them out" is also 
dangerous. Lose the ‘big four’, lose the league, lose the chance of a professional feague 
forever. Get real and stop dodging the real issues. in two years, | have yet to see any sort 
of promotional advertising, either on television, print or anywhere at alll {t's not that hard. 
Who cares about logos - almost all teams have some sort of traditional link to their 
beginnings, whether its name, colour or logo. Juventus (in Italy) for example is not a name 
of a cily - it's not even an Stalian word! Itjust isn’t relevant to its support or promotion. 
SocAus has just got the o!' 'storm in a teacup’ going all over again. 

And speaking of administration: What species of moron plans intemationals right when 
the cup series is to begin? What was wrong with the last three months, then the overseas 
players would possibly have been available too. | know we need to work around the 


oppositions’ schedules, but to the detriment of our own league? Then they complain the cup 
isn’t taken seriously... 


Lastly, I'd like to express my annoyance at the Adelaide City bashing in the last few 
issues of ‘SU’, First it was the raising of eyebrows when Johnny Perin won ‘Coach of the 
Year. Sure, he wasn't a stand-out favourite, but neither was he last choice. He got to within 
@ game of the grand final with a thin squad of a few veterans, and numerous young players, 
mostly rookies. Not bad considering South Melboume had a similarly inexperienced squad 
and couldn't make the finals. 





Then, the ‘yellow card' with Johnny Perin's exit. The split wasn't overly amicable, but it 
wasn't a bloodbath either. Besides, what sacking or resignation is clean and friendly. 
Adelaide City has an extremely low coach turnover, and ail the behind-the-scenes 
information is rarely known. 

Then, Ad City's logos and colours are panned. City was one of the pioneers of 
‘Australianising' their image in this country. The Juventus name was dropped over ten years 
ago, and the occasional 'Juve' chant offends nobody. All people feel welcome at Hindmarsh 
Stadium, and | can name friends from half a dozen countries (besides Italy) in their 
backgrounds who attend City games every week. Our logo features an emu and a 
kangaroo, large as life in the centre of the badge. Hardly indistinct - check your fifty cent 
pieces, And the black and white poses no marketing problems for Juventus or Newcastle - 
why would they do so here in Australia? : 

City have been leaders in this country with encouraging all nationalities to their games 
and with their marketing objectives, as well as looking after their players. In these regards, 
they are unsurpassed by ail, including Marconi and South Melboume, and they are as 
prominent and successful as they are, without the million-dollar facilities. So unless there's 
some individual problem, give them a break, and perhaps share around some of the back- 
patting currently reserved for South Meiboumme & Marconi. 

Regards to all for the new season, I'm glad it's here! 


Regular columnist Anthony Fensom has a few ‘general’ comments to make. 


At last the season has begun again, and hopefully the football will be the only talking 
point, not some silly dispute about club logos. Granted, perhaps David Hill has a point about 
nationalistic symbols, but in terms of merchandising, the key question is the availability of 
such merchandise. 

It doesn't matter whether the emblem is a huge koala or a blue-and-white Greek flag, 
so long as the shirts and other goods are in the shops! | was talking to a shop owner 
(Brisbane's ‘World of Soccer’ - a soccer specialist) who said that-he had people from 
overseas asking him if they could buy an Australian shirt - all he had for them was a 
Brisbane Strikers shirt (and that, purely by luck) and an Australian national team shirt! 
Not much choicel 

| only hope that this national merchandising plan is what it is supposed to be. As we 
know, clubs like Manchester United eam more from merchandising than they do gate 


receipts. If only our clubs could recover a bit more money, perhaps professionalism wouldn't 


be so far away. 


Next up is one held over from last month. It's from Stephen Predny (NSW} 
who is just about sick of some people insisting they are doing the ‘right thing’ 
for soccer in this country. 


Sread a letter in the 16th July edition of ABSW from a female Melboume Knights 
supporter - Matija Raspudic - a pretty typical letter from a typical Knights supporter who 


believes there's nothing wrong with supporting a Croatian team, throwing flares, invading the 
pitch etc, and that Mr Hill should butt out of the administration of soccer before he destroys it. 


Anyhow, I'd like to reply to that letter and add a bit of my own. 


Thank you Matija, for your enlightening but rather narrow minded letter. Of course, for 
you and a couple of other thousand Melbournites the rivalry between a Croatian & Greek 


derby with ail its color, flamboyance and ethnic rivalry must really leave you, Johnny Warren, 


Les Murray and your communities drooling. 


at 


My oh my, what an extravaganza of football that all Australians can encom i 

3 \ c ass - with one 
lot holding their Greek flag and chanting Hellas and the other lot unfurling their Croat flags 
an occasional swastika and giving the old Zeig Heil salute, then mainstream Australia can : 
surely look, with the help of the old guard at SBS, forward to the ‘clash of the titans’. 


Fair dinkum, I've heard enough of this trash to last a lifetime. | don i 
your ethnic communities wanting to promote their soccer teams, what ied Peles a 
with though is these communities wanting to strut their stuff In the Ericsson Cup. Why isn't it 
good enough, if you don’t want to broaden your spectator base and drop your nationalistic 
emblems etc, that you play in your respective State Leagues? That way you can still keep 
your ethnic ties and play your beloved sport. Anyway, isn't this a better result for ail 
ie Ure lee ~ the = Ericsson Cup is going teams such as the Melbourne 

e ympic and a couple of others wil 
le aa halter ne hea P ye Il really have to show cause why they should 


Certainly the best thing to happen to sgccer in Australia was the appointme: i 
knows for soccer not just to survive in this country but to become c ps aplah eh o 
with, it has to become economically viable. Without the backing of financlally strong 
ia hla the passport to success is nigh Impossible. 

is concept is a vicious circle. If you don't have success off the park 
success on the the park and vice-versa? Soccer being a summer pee he al fg e 
position as Clubs that foster teams in the winter codes have grounds/facilites that are 
basically unused for half the year. If these facilities can be used to provide entertainment for 
club members throughout the year then the olgical extension of this is to become involved in 
activities which do this. The size of those clubs means that the risks involved to not only 
these clubs but also to soccer in general should be minimised. 

Notwithstanding this, every effort should be made to encourage these clubs to come on 
board. Imagine the Ericsson Cup comprised of, say, Manly Sea Hawks, Penrith Panthers, 
Collingwood Wanriors, Carlton etc, as well as some of the established clubs. Five years ago 
ed paselea Se of. This will have a flow-on effect as well as 

ercial interests such as TV, radio, i i 
sridaoneupoakats radio, advertisers want to come on board and get a piece 
; Of course certain guarantees have to be given by these participatin 
bind them in promotion and development of the cane: Porliage aiprodi rationale rece 
be dual sponsors of two football codes which not only provides entertainment for its followers 
throughout the year but gives it another source of revenue. 


On a completely different topic - | remember quite vividly Tony Palumbo i a 
the Ball' and ask the question "Who is George Negus and ‘int has he bone fer padre 
This occurred when George put up his hand to become part of the ASF as it was previously 
called. From what I can gather George has proven to be a wonderful ambassador for 
soccer, not only with his intellect and passion for the game but also with his connections 


And now for something completely different from Matthew Hall. 


1 was surrounded by a heaving mass of red and white. The 40,000 strong multi-cultural 
crowd (Skips, Asians, Italians, Greeks, Poms) bayed as one, as if we were at Old Trafford or 
the San Siro: "Syd-neey! Syd-neey!”, Huge flags and banners waved in the night air, 
blazing floodlights lit up enormous sheets of red and white checks, not of Croatia, but of 
Sydney. The team that the whole city, the whole of New South Wales, from the Premier to 
the woman behind the counter at the corner deli, was one hundred percent behind. The TV 
helicopter hovered overhead relaying the vibrant scenes to a live TV audience that couldn't 
get tickets to the game. The crowd continued its mantra: "Sydney! Sydney! Sydney!" It 
made me dizzy and it was like | was in a dream. 


Amazingly, it was reality. Unfortunately, | was not at Edensor Park, or even the Sydney 
Football Stadium. | was not sitting among new converts to the silky skills on the pitch - and 
canny marketing brains off - of a red and white team called Sydney. | was marooned at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground as the high-flying Sydney Swans provoked yet more outbursts of 
Swansmania, 


That a fair swag of that SCG crowd werm't au fait with the subtleties of Australian Rules, 
couldn't name more than three Sydney players, and hadn't been to more than a handful of - 
AFL games in their life Is not relevant. Whatis relevant, and important for those soccer 
administrators charged with broadening the supporter base of club soccer in Australia, is the 
way In which the Sydney public has embraced a so-called “foreign” sport - Aussie Rules. 


For those not living in Sydney it is hard to fathom the depth of Swansmania in New South 
Wales. Sure, the fact that on the park the Swans tremendous form tumaround has meant 
that the interest is at an all-time high. The fact that Sydney is stuffing the Vics also plays a 
part. But the main point behind this is that Itis Sydney - not some outer-suburb no-one ever 
goes to masquerading as a city's representative. It's one city - one team. 


As some of our northem correspondents can tell, the Brisbane Strikers’ success on and 
off the field is in some way owed to the fact that they can monopolise the media and public 
with only one team to promote. If the Lions were also fielding a side in the Ericsson Cup 
would the Strikers be able to harness that support - even with Frank Farina's media savvy? 
Probably not. Unfortunately, in-fighting within the small ACT soccer community doesn't allow 
us to fully understand the potential that the Cosmos hold. What will really be the yardstick is 


Perth Glory. 


For too long Perth, a longtime Australian soccer stronghold - does any other state's 
commercial TV station show their state cup final? - has been denied participation in the 
national league. Meanwhile, Westen Australia's parochialism, especially of a sporting kind, 
is the stuff of legend. Witness how WA got behind the West Coast Eagles when they were 


within the commercial media. Perhaps its tine George asked who Tony Palumbo is and 
what has he done for promoting soccer to the wider community within Australia. On that 
note perhaps its time people who regularly appear on SBS promoting soccer j.e. Johnny 


finally admitted to the AFL. And just how much do the Victorian AFL traditionalists hate them 
for it? This is what sporting rivalry - and passion - is all about. Leave the dancing girls at 


Warren, Les Murray & Tony Palumbo and who have for too lon fed i home! Tin 

what they wan 7 3 g spoon fed us a recipe of am 3 eae 

least food for Nepaag ake eink a ee iriade-to.start empoueding $91 is Bt Given the possible media coverage in the west, especially if Glory start winning within a —-* 
: reasoeetont ir yeachamcz et Poet hala aad aati . couple of years, and Perth could be the prototype for what Australian soccer really needs: == 


job - replaced by someone with a broader mind i i 
ind on commercial television. one community, undivided on ethnic grounds, getting behind their city's team, on equal (and 


outpouring in the case of rugby league in the west) terms with AFL, basketball, and whatever 


Finally, I'd like to say soccer is my sporting passion - itis a part of my life. | want it to is flavour of the season, in the media 


become a game every person in Australia can enj | 

; : enjoy and a game every young child can Ff 

aspire to play. | don;t want to see any one portion of the Australian community railroad our It won't happen in Sydney and Melboume, though. Not while this generation of 
administrators are still alive. Whatever the cosmetic changes, for the immediate future at 
jeast, only Croatians will feel comfortable getting behind Sydney United. And not too many 


Victorians will allow themselves to support a tearm called Collingwood! 


sport for their express benefit. For too long we've wandered aimlessh i 

; : y in the wilderness, now 
| believe we're starting to see change. It may be painful for some but for most } hope itis a 
real awakening. 


op 


Next up is Dr Peter Bayliss (NSW) with something for FIFA (& UEFA) to 
consider... 


Dear SU, 


With four games out of seven in the knock-out Stage of the European Championships 
decided by a penalty shoot-out, further discussion has occurred. 


First option: At full time, the penalty shoot-out takes place, Then, the half-hour extra time 
is played with the golden goal rule. if the extra time ends in a scoreless draw, then the 
penalty shoot-out winner is declared the winner. Ifa golden goal Is scored in extra time, then 
the golden goal scorer is declared the winner, 

The effect on the player, who misses the penalty kick will be less as there is stil half an 
hour to play. A defensive extra time will not occur as the loser of the penalty shoot-out will 
have to attack for the next half-hour to try for the golden goal. The winner of the penalty 


shoot-out cannot completely defend for half an hour, because one mistake and their team is 
out. a 


Second option: One of the rules being stressed by FIFA is fair Play. Such fair play could 
be based upon the number of red cards, yellow cards and direct free kicks. If free kicks are 
included, then also advantage played by the referee should be included, which is shown by 
the standard FIFA signal. Fair play could be based upon that game alone or over the game 
plus ail of the preceding round robin games. 

At the end of extra time, the fair play team would be declared the winner. {f the fair play 
team has been established during the game, then the other team would attack during extra 
time to score the golden goal. If the two teams were nearly level on fair play, then this would 
decrease the number of cards and fouls given away. After a team loses on the fatr play rule, 
a coach would concentrate on reducing the number of cards and fouls, 


And finaily, a plea for accuracy from Arthur Derian (Vic) 


Dear Studs Up, 


I've just read your latest issue of SU and it's certainly a great read as t have found it very 
informative about the game here and as well as overseas. Anyway, there was without doubt 
a mistake in the (July) Bulletin Board section. 

Lance Librandi, who wrote in saying he Is after 1982 World Cup videos is wrong on the 
France/Brazil quarter-final from ‘82. There was no quarter-finals back then as the winners 
plus the 2nd placed countries qualified for the 2nd round of the toumament. Brazil lost to 
eventual winners Italy by 3-2 in which this game was well remembered for Paulo Rossi's hat- 
trick that destroyed the Samba beat that day. 

That quarier-final between France and Brazil was Played in Mexico back in 1986 when 


the French won 4-3 on a penalty shoot-out. Well, at least Lance got the countries tight as to 
whom played off for the 1982 final. 


Well, apart from that ! must finish off by saying that at least this is the first time I've written 
to SU. Maybe you should have something like a Spot the Mistake section in your 
publication. 1 suppose that's what you would call wishful thinking. 

Keep up the good work and I look forward to reading the next issue. 


Can we quote you on that? 


We had a lukewarm response to our request for some commentary gems, 
but there were some entries that just had to be printed..... 


For starters... ; , 

“The crowd are going berzerk here - you could hear a pin drop! : 
Sydney radio station 2GB commentator and former Socceroo skipper John Kosmina 
describing the atmosphere at the SFS seconds before Frank Farina converted the penalty 


_ kick that won the Socceroos epic duel vs Canada, 15 August 1993 


"This season the champions are always facing a bit more opposition than most 
teams. No-one loves to beat Marconi more than the other thirteen clubs in the 
league." 

Andy Paschalidis, ‘One the Ball’ 13/3/94 

"Exactly." ; 

Former Marconi and Socceroo captain Tony Henderson in reply. 


"Clubs like Marconi and Sydney Olympic... being in the 3rd or 4th spot is not good 
enough. The demand of these supporters (is such) that you've got to always be 
within the first three or four.” ; 

Jim Petinellis, former Sydney Olympic President, 1994 


“I'm sure they'd (Nantes) like to finish with a victory” : . 
Michael Tomalaris during the Nantes v Juventus 95/96 Champions Cup semi-final return 
leg, Nantes then trailing 4 goals to 2 on aggregate - nothing like the obvious) 


"The Swedes wouldn't be used to this type of climatic conditions" : 
Michael Tomalaris again - rain had begun falling at the Sydney Football Stadium at the 
match against Australia - | guess it never rains in Sweden, it just snows 


And for something a little different... ; ; 

A couple of years back on “On the Bail’ Kimon Taliadoros was a guest panellist, and made 
a comment along the lines of “The Chief Executive Officer of the ASF JOHN Holmes...". 
Kimon then tums bright red. Camera pans onto Andy Paschalidis who is in tears of laughter 
almost falling off his chair, and responds with something like "yes he was @ famous actor 
but J don’t know about his soccer background...)... wish | had that tape...1 sure someone 
out there must...very funny... 


And finally, something for those of you who reckon we're a bit too serious.... 


A Very Ruud Eleven? 
Quim (Portugal) ; 
Francisco Arce (Paraguay) Julian Dicks (England) Neil Cox (England) 
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Uwe Fuchs (Germany) —_ Eric C*ntona (France) 
Bench: David Seaman (England) Co-managers: Ruud Gullit (Holland), Alan Ball (England) sce 
Note: Pity we couldn't include a player from Brest. 


Studs Update - There is no truth in Sam Newman's rumour that John Elliott wants 
to call the new Carlton soccer team Pigs Arsenal. 





BULLETIN BOARD 


Brisbane Strikers Merchandise Available 
The Brisbane Strikers 1996/97 Merchandise Catalogue is now available and 
contains 34 items including shirts, caps, headbands, flags, mugs, pens and some ‘ 
distinctly Strikers stuff like inflatable hammers and 'Thor' T-shirts. 
Collectors may also be interested in subscribing to the official Brisbane 
matchday programme 'Eye on Strikers’. $39 will get you every one of the 13 
programmes for the 96/97 season, and all enquiries should be directed to: 
Brisbane Strikers Marketing 
Suite 318, Suncorp Stadium, Castlemaine St, Milton, Qld 4064 


A - League programmes wanted - in England! 
Yep, SU even gets read on the other side of the planet, and is often the case our 
international readers get in touch looking to strengthen their ties with Oz fans. 
Graeme McGinty is one such gentleman who would appreciate a few 
programmes from last season (Sydney Utd, Morwell, Marconi, Wollongong, 
Canberra and West Adelaide will complete his set) for his annual review in the 
English publication ‘Programme Monthly’. 

He is more than happy to'exchange such programmes for English or Scottish 
programmes, 50 anybody who fancies a few Liverpool, West Ham or Dumbarton 
programmes should write to: Graeme McGinty, 

41 Ullswater Close, Thatcham, Berkshire, England, RG19 3UJ 


Statisticians Greg Stock and Thomas Esamie are still looking for 
some help with their intemet project, so if anyone fancies leaming an 
incredible amount about what has happened in Australian soccer over the 
past ninely-odd years they should get in touch with: 

Greg on (02) 356-2127 or Thomas on (02) 528-6274. 

And if anyone has any yearbooks or statistical data they are willing to 
loan them they are only too willing to pay the relevant postage to ensure 
the material is looked after. Remember, this is a project that will benefit 

EVERY Australian soccer fan, so please support them. 


We interrupt this bulletin board to advise you to 


Subscribe! and we might just continue to grow... 


At $16 for six issues (or $30 for twelve) SU still represents excellent value. 
Well, all right, fairly good value. But if we keep picking up the odd new 
subscriber there's a real chance we can keep pumping out 36 page issues at 
the rate of one a month, And wouldn't that be exciting? 

Remember fans, you won't read about this sort of thing in any other Oz 


mag, so don't risk missing all the latest rumours, gossip and occasional facts. 


Forward your cheque or money order today or tomorrow to: 


Studs Up, P O Box 53, Oakleigh South, 3167 


We now resume normal bulletin board service. 


Plenty of Programmes still available 


Time for another plug for Ewen Anderson who can still supply you with his 9th 
Football Programme Catalogue, which lists thousands of items for sale. Literally 
hundreds of different clubs! programmes are available from a variety of countries, 
as well as various soccer magazines and books. To get a copy of the catalogue 
mailed directly to your place of residence you should contact Ewen at: 


P O Box 5155, Alexandra Hill OLD 4161 


And on the subject of programmes 
Trevor Moore stili has plenty of stuff for sale and can be contacted at 
58 Tristan St, Carindale, QLD 4152. 
If neither of these blokes has what you're after it probably hasn't been printed yet. 


Melbourne Sports Books 
9 Elizabeth St Melbourne 


Phone (03) 9621-12 11 Ph/Fax: (03) 9621-1383 


Trading Hours: Mon - Thurs 9:30-5:30 Fri 9:30-7:00 Sat 9:30 - 5:30 
Rothmans Football Yearbook - $60 European Football Yearbook 1995/96 - $60 
Playfair Football Annual - $15 A Complete Record (various clubs, Arsenal, Spurs etc} 
West Ham - 100 Years of Football- $30 Bill Murray - The World's Game - $40 
Eric Cantona - My Story, The Red & the Black, 442 -all$15 Fever Pitch - $15 
Captain Socceroo - The Paul Wade Story-$20 Don Campbell - $20 
Laurie Schwab - Australian Soccer's All-time Greats - $7 


Plus a huge array of soccer magazines from most corners of the globe. 
Try sifting through the second hand boxes one day. France Football, World Soccer, 
Shoot, Football Monthly etc, etc 


Ny 


The season is off and running, and not just in Oz either. You've got no hope 
of keeping up with everything but make sure you 


Look out for... 


SEPTEMBER 

23 - Australia's youth team heads for South America for a 28 day, 8 match tour. 
Matches are scheduled in Argentina (26/9, 28/9), Uruguay (1/10, 3/10) and Chile (6/10, 9/10, 
41/10, 16/10). 

27 - Draw for the 3rd FIFA Futsal World Championship to be held in Barcelona. 

Qualifiers so far: Spain (hosts), Brazil (holders), China, Iran, Malaysia, Argentina, Uruguay, 
Australia, Belgium, Holland, Italy, Russia, Ukraine. 

29 - Dockerty Cup final to be held at the Bob Jane Stadium 


OCTOBER es 

5 - Euro WC qualifying time again - Ukraine v Portugal, Moldova v Italy, Wales v Holland 

9 - Saudi Arabia v Australia (in Riyadh) - To be confirmed 

Plus a huge night of Euro WC qualifiers including: Denmark v Greece, Israel v Russia, 
England v Poland, Norway v Hungary, Sweden v Austria, Czech Rep v Spain. 

And plenty of WCq action in Sth America with Ecuador v Colombia, Uruguay v Bolivia. 

41 - The Ericsson Cup kicks off with Newcastle Breakers hosting West Adelaide (7:30) 
12 - More EC action with Canberra v Marconi (7:00) and Gippsland v Sth Melb (7:30) 

13 - Yet another historic day beckons with Western Australia finally making an 
appearance in the national league,.. Perth Glory v UTS Olympic (4:00), Adelaide City v 
Brisbane (7:30), Collingwood v Melbourne Knights (4:30) and Sydney Utd v Wollongong 
(6:30) 

15-28 - Gulf Cup kicks off in Muscat, Oman. Don't bother tipping Iraq though....(see page 13) 
19 - Ericsson Cup-action sees Brisbane host Newcastle (7:00) and Marconi host 
Collingwood (7:00) 

20 - More A-League - Sth Melb v Sydney Utd (6:00), Knights v Gippsland (6:00), UTS v 
Canberra (6:30), West Ad v Perth (7:30), Wollongong v Ad City (6:00) 

26 - Tahiti v Australia (in Papeete) 

26 - Victorian State Champions Cup Final * 


NOVEMBER 

1 - Australia v Tahiti (in Canberra) 

8 - African WC qualifers kick-off with South Africa, Kenya and Ghana all involved. 

10 - Clash of the new boys as Collingwood hosts Perth Glory. Plus loads more South 
American WC qualifiers including Chite v Uruguay. 

23 - Perth Glory makes its first trip to Sydney to take on Sydney United, 

24 - Derby day in Melbourne and Adelaide with Sth Meib versus Hols and 
you-know-who ' versus you-know-who, 


DECEMBER 


4-21 - Asian Cup Finals in UAE. Start thinking about your tip for the ULTIMATE tipping comp. 


Group A (Abu Dhabi) - UAE, South Korea, Kuwait, Indonesia 
Group B (Dubai} - Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, Thailand 
Group C (Al Ain) - Japan, China, Syria, Uzbekistan 


ALSO: Anew general sports monthly entitled ‘Total Sport has hit the stands of 
newsagencies and the current issue features a lengthy Mark Bosnich interview. 
Worth checking out... 
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